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COUNT ARNIM'S KEPLY. 



Geneva, September 1876. 
On the 14th of April, 1873, your Highness 
addressed to our most gracious sovereign his 
Majesty the Emperor, the following letter in 
reference to me : 

" Varzin, 14th April, 1873. 
" To his Majesty the Emperor and King. 

" I respectfully inform your Majesty that it is 
my intention to criticise Count Amim's letter 
of the 8th instant, by aid of the oflScial docu- 
ments as soon as the latter shall again be within 
my reach. 

*'In the meantime I will only, with due 
respect, remark that Count Arnim makes but 
an incomplete report, since he does not mention 
my telegrams of a decisive nature^ sent at the 
commencement of the negotiations before the 
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4 /-'. : ^^ : : - COUNT ARNTM'S REPLY 

5th instant ; and, on the other hand, places be- 
fore your Majesty his communication to Thiers 
of the 5th instant as the complete copy of the 
Draft of our Convention, and as being in accord- 
ance with these telegrams. According to the 
alternative laid down by Count Arnim, either 
Thiers or he himself must have told an untruth. 
f , The greater degree of credibility is to be found/ 
y I fear, on the side of Thiers^ and on that of the 
President's oflBcial telegram to Count St. Vallier, 
with which your Majesty is acquainted. 

" Your Majesty will graciously remember that, 
on the appointment of Count Arnim to his 
present post, I expressed myself to the eflfect 
that nothing but full reliance on the confidence 
reposed in myself by your Majesty could give 
me the courage to attempt joint political opera- 
tions with an ambassador of so uncertain and 
untrustworthy a character, under the possibility 
of contests again arising similar to those main- 
tained by me for years with Count Grolz. 

'' Contests of this kind began as early as 
last autumn, when Count Arnim recommended 
to your Majesty a line of policy, relative to 
M. Thiers, opposed to my own, and which I 
combated from this spot by means of direct 
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TO PRINCE BISMARCK. 5 

despatches and autographic letters. The result, 
in my opinion, has shown that I was right. In 
politics, however, it is impossible to adduce (a^k^ 
proofs mathematically exact. 

" The course of action finally determined upon 
results from the confidence reposed in the judg- 
ment of one or other of your Majesty's advisers 
or informers. 

"It is easy to impart a colouring of truth 
to a despatch like that of Count Arnim of 
the 8th inst., embracing as it does a period of 
three weeks, during which the political situation 
was continually varying. 

'' The brief, the preparation of which I have 
now intrusted to the Foreign Office, presents 
a difierent aspect. 

^* Until I have had an opportunity of again 
perusing its details, I shall only take the liberty 
of making one remark, with all due respect, as 
to the j)roceedings of the Ambassador. 

" Discipline is certainly as indispensable in 
the diplomatic service as in the military, but 
it is much more difficult to maintain in the 
former case, and it collapses as soon as its forms 
are laid aside. 

"On this ground I most humbly request of 
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6 COUNT ARNIM'S REPLY 

your Majesty the favour of directing' the Im- 
perial Ambassador to state to your Majesty his 
official grievances^ with regard to his superiors, 
through the latter^ in order that I may humbly 
lay them before you. If this be not done, my 
subordinates and I will occupy the positions of 
two contending parties. 

" My strength will not allow me, in addition 
to carrying on contests in the Landtag and 
Reichstag, and the cabinet, and with foreign 
cabinets, against the influences of political 
circles and those of the press, to secure by 
means of epistolary discussion, such authority 
as I need for the conduct of public business. 

*' However willing to devote my remaining 
strength to your Majesty's service, I cannot 
conceal from myself the .fact that it would 
be to a great extent wasted, if I were under 
the painful impression that contests for your 
Majesty's confidence were to be maintained by 
me with a man like Count Arnim, after I had 
enjoyed that confidence unabated during so 
many years, and — as far as I am aware — 
having never shown myself unworthy of it, 

" Your Majesty has been acquainted for some 
years with my fixed opinion of Count Arnina. 
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TO PRINCE BISMARCK. 7 

" I had hoped that the high position held by 
him in Paris — one of such importance to his 
country — would perhaps have raised him above 
petty intrigues. 

" Bearing in mind what happened at Rome, 
I should have felt it necessary to have urgently 
requested your Majesty not to intrust him with 
the post, in spite of his competency for the 
same. 

*' I believe I am not alone in my suspicion 
that he occasionally makes his zeal for public 
affairs yield to his private interests. However, 
this does not admit of proof; but, with such a 
suspicion in one's mind, it is no easy duty to con- 
tinue responsible for the manner in which this 
high functionary carries out his instructions. 

" I have taken the liberty of communicating 
my suspicions, your Majesty knowing what little 
confidence I have in the impartiality of his 
reports ; and in order not to cause your Majesty 
any annoyance, I have avoided giving official 
expression to my official doubts. 

"The step taken by Count Amim — having 
been ijrged thereto from Berlin — and which it 
was there expected he would take as early as last 
week, leaves me no choice. Your Majesty will 
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graciously remember that I spoke of the attempt 
to neutraUse the dangers arising in Paris, from 
Count Amim's character, by removing him to 
London, but that^ at the first mention of it, an 
emphatic protest was made from the latter 
quarter, on account of Count Arnim's inclina- 
tion for intrigue and untruthfulness : — ' not 
a word would be believed of what he might 
say/ 

" My only request with regard to the accusa- 
tions of a man of such repute is that your 
Majesty will graciously direct him to put 
forward his oflScial grievances in an oflScial 
manner. 

"von Bismarck.'* 

I had no idea whatever of the existence of 
this letter. '/ was never in a position to defend 
myself from the accusations contained therein. 

After the lapse of more than three years, your 
Highness has made this letter public in the 
\ Reichsanzeiger, together with another of less im- 
portance. Having secretly excited his Majesty's 
suspicion against me, you now denounce me 
to the world at a time when I am apparently 
without means of defending myself. 
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TO PRINCE BISMARCK. 9 

I have been told that it was wrong on my 
part to maintain that I had for years been 
persecuted by you: but the two letters you 
addressed to his Majesty show that I was 
justified in making that assertion. 

Beyond this they prove nothing. 

The letter of the 14th of April, 1873, though 
it only establishes the fact above mentioned, 
does me great injustice. I cannot shun the 
obligation of noticing the contents of this letter, 
and should long since have done so had I not 
hoped to have learned from the Bill of Indict- 
ment against me by which at the instigation 
of your Highness I was accused of high treason, 
— ^whether you thought . you had any grounds, 
and, if so, what grounds for presenting to his 
Majesty so prejudicial a report of me as that 
presented three years ago. 

I find myself deceived in this expectation. 
The Bill of Indictment does not contain a single 
word that can excuse the contents of your report^ 
or even explain them. 

After this introductory remark, your Highness 
must graciously permit me to make some com- 
ments on your report of the 14th of April, 
1873, to his Majesty, point for point. 
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10 COUNT ARNIM'S REPLY 

In the report of the 14th of April, 1873, you 
give vent to the suspicion : 

I. That I occasionally placed my private 
interests before those of the Service. You say 
also that others shared in this suspicion. 

No one can doubt what was meant by this. 

You have not chosen to confirm this insinua- 
tion by any probable facts, much less by esta- 
blished ones. You have not even -been pleased 
to hold out a prospect of such an undeniably 
requisite proof, as one founded on fact. 

By laying before his Majesty an accusation 
against me, incapable of proof on your part, I 
became an object of suspicion. For such a 
charge could no longer be looked upon as a 
rash utterance, when it was neither followed up 
by proof (wanting from the very first), nor 
withdra^Ti. This insinuation also became a 
public and intentional insult, when an improper 
use was made of the Eeichsanzeiger, in order 
to publish your reports, without saying whether 
there were any proofs at command, or, if so, 
what they were ; and, besides, without admitting 
your inability to hunt up such proofs, in spite of 
inquiries instituted, as I am told, by yourself in 
person. 
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TO PRINCE BISMARCK. 11 

I am therefore justified in asking your 
Highness to state the facts which, according 
to your judgment, gave you the right of: 

(1) Raising this charge against me three 
years ago : 

(2) Of openly repeating this charge at the 
present moment. 

Now, as you have said, in this report to his 
Majesty, that others also entertained the 
suspicions expressed by yourself, and as they 
revealed these in your presence, without my 
being informed by you of the circumstance^ I 
am entitled to demand from your Highness the 
names of the persons who aroused these suspicions 
in your mind, or who confirmed them when once 
aroused. 

11. Your Highness has asserted, in the report 
of the 14th of April, 1873, that an emphatic 
protest was made against me from London, 
on the ground of untruthfulness, when the 
question was raised of my appointment to 
London as ambassador. In speaking of a pro- 
test made against me, you could only have 
referred to one put forth by persons called 
upon, in consequence of their official positions, 
to do so. 
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12 COUNT ARNIM'S REPLY 

There are but two persons so situated, viz., the 
English Minister for Foreign Affairs, and the 
English Ambassador in Berlin, Both have 
emphatically denied, in letters addressed to me, 
having ever said what, according to your 
Highness' letter of the 14th of April, 1873, 
they must have said, unless this report is to be 
traced to expressions i^isunderstood or misinter- 
preted by private individuals incompetent to 
form an opinion. 

I also know that your Highness cannot appeal 
to remarks of the English Premier of that 
period. 

Lastly, I have been informed from reliable 
sources that no such expression was used by 
the Imperial Court of Great Britain, as that 
which, according to your report, emanated from 
London^ 

Should you, however, be in a position to prove 
that anything had happened warranting the 
remarks used by you, I should still have just 
cause to complain that no information was given 
me by your Highness concerning the alleged 
protest from England, which, even if it had 
any existence, must have been founded on an 
insulting insinuation. 
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You either thought that the persons in London 
were justified in saying what, according to your 
Highness' statement, they did say, or else you 
thought that they were not justified in inform- 
ing his Majesty, our gracious master, that he 
had for many years been represented by an 
untrustworthy person. 

In the first case, it was the duty of your 
Highness to have informed me of this occur- 
rence, and to have reported to his Majesty that 
I was no longer available for foreign service. 
It would then have devolved upon me to bring 
my calumniators to account, and it was your 
duty to communicate their names to me. 

But, in the second case, it was equally your 
duty to have acquainted me with the affront 
put upon me by the English Government, as 
well as with the steps you had asked his 
Majesty to take in order to obtain satisfac- 
tion both for^his Majesty and myself. Your 
Highness did neither the one nor the other. I 
heard nothing about the "emphatic protest;" 
remained another year in Paris, and was thence 
appointed to Constantinople. For two years I 
have been the object of what apparently is to be 
a lifelong course of inquisition, but during these 
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14 COUNT ARNBTS REPLY 

two years I have not until lately heard of the 
" emphatic protest/* nor whence it originated. 
I am, therefore, quite justified in demanding on 
what grounds your Highness has now pub- 
lished the statement, that three years ago the 
English Government declared me to be an 
untrustworthy person, and also in asking why 
your Highness appealed to a communication 
attributed to a Foreign Government in order to 
convince his Majesty that I was a person of 
notoriously bad repute. 

Suppose that his Majesty wished to intrust 
a Prussian general with the command of a 
Wurtemberg army corps, and that the Wur- 
temberg Government were to protest against 
this general's appointment, on the ground of 
his being, according to the imguarded expres- 
sion of some Wurtemberg colonel, a notoriously 
deceitful man, this colonel, again, on his part, 
relying perhaps for his assertion on the equally 
reckless statement of a Prussian officer, does 
your Highness imagine that the Prussian War 
Minister, or the Commander-in-Chief would 
dare to pass over such a communication in 
silence, without obtaining satisfaction for the 
insult offered to the genei'al, and to the arnay 
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TO PRINCE BISMARCK. 15 

in that general's person ? or, do you think 
that this same general would be intrusted with 
the command of a Baden army corps, whilst 
such a scandal was being secretly mentioned in 
official reports? It is unnecessary for me to 
pursue this train of thought any further, iu 
order to feel assured that your Highness will 
acknowledge the impossibility of leaving the 
aflfair of the *' emphatic protest " on the part of 
the English Government unexplained. 

III. I have to complain of what your High- 
ness (in your report to his Majesty under date 
the 7th of April, 1873), says about the direct 
despatch most humbly addressed by me to his 
Majesty, and containing remarks on my conduct 
during the negotiations of March, 1873. First 
of all, your Highness asserts, in the report, 
that I had made only a partial quotation in my 
direct despatch of the 7th of April, 1873, and 
you express yourself in the following words : — 

" In the meantime I will only remark, with 
due respect, that Count Arnim makes but an 
incomplete report, since he does not mention 
my telegrams of a decisive nature, sent at the 
commencement of the negotiations before the 
5th instant; and, on the other hand, places 



Digitized 



by Google 



16 COUNT ARNIM'S REPLY 

before your Majesty his communication to Thiers 
of the 5th instant as the complete copy of 
the Draft of our Convention, and as being in 
accordance with these telegrams." 

Your Highness adds further, ** According to 
the alternative laid down by Count Amim, 
either Thiers or he himself must have told an 
untruth. The greater degree of credibility is to 
be found, I fear, on the side of Thiers, and on 
that of the President's oflScial telegram to 
Count St. Vallier, with which your Majesty is 
acquainted." 

It is clear that in the first of the above quoted 
sentences of your letter of the 14th of April, 1873, 
your Highness wished to accuse me of intention- '^ 
ally omitting to direct his Majesty's attention 
to telegrams of a decisive nature, whereas I 
ought to have reminded his Majesty of their 
existtince, unless I intended misleading his 
Majesty in his decision. The question now 
arises — one that must also be settled at this 
point — viz., in what sense the word "decisive" 
was used in your report to his Majesty. 

According to the documents and the state of 
aflfairs at that time, the word *' decisive " could 
only have applied to such telegrams as reached 
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TO PKINCE BISMARCK. 17 

me before the 5tli of March, in which I was 
directed to make a full communication to 
M. Thiers of the projected Convention, drawn 
up in Berlin, and delivered to me by a Feldjager 
late in the evening of the 4th of March. 

I shall pi'ove that such telegrams do not 
even exist, and consequently that I cannot 
have misled his Majesty with regard to them. 
In the second of the above quoted sentences, 
your Highness furnishes ground for this ac- 
cusation of untruthfulness by speaking of a 
difference said to have existed between my 
statements and those of M. Thiers contained 
in a telegram to Count St. Vallier. 

Since you express yourself as if it were in- 
contestable that this diflference really existed, 
you thereby take M. Thiers' part, and thus 
declare him to be more worthy of belief than 
me. 

I am now in a position to prove that the 
alleged discrepancy between my statement and 
that in the telegram of the President to Count 
St. Vallier does not exist, and consequently 
that there was no occasion whatever to institute 
a comparison between my veracity and that ot 
M. Thiers. 

c 
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18 COUNT ARNIM'S KEPLY 

In order to do this, I must beg your High- 
ness' permission to give the history of the 
negotiations of March 1873, as taken from the 
official records. In the Convention settled by 
me in Paris, on the 29th of Jime, 1872, with 
regard to the outstanding indemnity, it was 
stipulated that the payment of the three milliards 
still owing by France should be made on the 
1st of March, 1875, and that the payment in full 
should be followed by the evacuation of such 
French territory as was still occupied by the 
German troops. 

We were to evacuate two departments in 
succession, and that in proportion to the 
instalments paid by France ; but we were 
to remain up to the last in possession of 
the departments of the Meuse and of the 
Meurthe-et-Moselle, together with the fortress 
of Belfort. 

These two departments, as well as Belfort, 
were to be evacuated after the last payment. 

But all the departments which we should 
evacuate in succession were to remain neutral 
until after the settlement of the whole aflfair ; 
that is to say, the French Government was not 
to construct fortifications, nor to station more 
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TO PKINCE BISMARCK. 19 

troops therein than should be necessary for the 
maintenance of order. 

Had this convention remained in force, a 
road would have been left open to us as far 
as the neighbourhood of Paris until the 1st 
of March, 1875. Hence it follows that in 
Berlin it was always considered important to 
stipulate for, and to hold fast to, the neutralisa- 
tion, or, in other words, the defencelessness of 
the important departments lying to the east of 
Paris. 

Such a stipulation was politically of the 
greatest importance, in consequence of the 
excitement still existing in France at that 
time. 

But France was also allowed the privilege of 
making payment before the expiration of the 
dates specified, and thereby of bringing about 
at any earlier period, the evacuation of the 
departments occupied by our troops. 

Consequently, in February, M. Thiers gave 
me to understand that France was inclined to 
make use of this privilege. He had a conversa- 
tion with me about this matter, whereon I made 
a report on the 7th of February which has been 
several times printed. 

2 
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20 COUNT ARNIM'S REPLY 

From this report it appears : 

(1) That I was the first to broach the ques- 
tion to your Highness, whether, notwithstanding 
the undeniable advantage, in a military point 
of view, secured to us by the Convention of 
June 1872, a speedier evacuation of the French 
departments would not be to our interests, 
and also desirable in the interests of a lasting 
peace. 

(2) That I already at that time pointed out 
how necessary it was not to let anything trans- 
pire about the eventual negotiations. 

In consequence of this report, negotiations 
took place in Berlin between the responsible 
authorities. 

On the 22nd of February, I put in another 
report on this subject, in which I again urged 
the necessity of maintaining the neutralisation 
of the departments until the 1st of March, 1874, 
even if the payment of the remainder of the 
war indemnity should take place on the 1st 
of September. The authorities at the head- 
quarters in Nancy, were also consulted upon 
the military view of the subject. 

Finally, I received the following Telegram 
from your Highness : 
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[Paris. No. 6.] 

" Berlin, March 2nd, 1873. 
" To Count Amim. 

" I have laid your report of the 22nd of 
February before the Emperor, and will to- 
morrow send to your Excellency, by courier, 
a sketch of the Convention, together with the 
authority to negotiate upon its basis. We make 
the following proposals : 

" The fourth milliard is to be paid by the 10th 
of May, but payment of the fifth milliard will 
take place in four equal instalments, viz. : on 
the 1st of June, the 1st of July, the 1st of August, 
the 1st of September ; evacuation of the second 
department will not follow in May, but the 
evacuation of the four departments will follow 
after payment of half of the fifth milliard at the 
beginning of July. The evacuation of Belfort 
will take place only after payment in full, 
consequently in September. 

(Signed) "von Bismarck." 

This Telegram is a resum^ of the Draft Con- 
vention intended to be forwarded to me on the 
following day, and which was announced in this 
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manner. It djid not contain instructions U 
impart the contents to the French Government 
nor to make any communication to M. Thiers- 
but simply "the authority to negotiate upou 
its basis." 

If, then, your Highness had this telegran 
in mind when informing his Majesty by lettei 
that I had suppressed "telegrams of a deci- 
sive nature," your memory has deceived your 
Highness with regard to its contents. 

Another Telegram exists, despatched by your 
Highness to me, on the same day, viz., the 2nd 
of March. 

With regard to this Telegram the facts are as 
follow : 

After receiving the above mentioned tele- 
graphic resume of the proposed Draft Conven- 
tion, the following Telegram was addressed by 
me to your Highness : 

" Paris, March 2nd, 1873. 

" The Imperial Ambassador to the Foreign Office 

at Berlin. 

*'I take the liberty of again urgently 

beseeching your Highness to proceed so that 

the French Ambassador in Berlin shall not 



Digitized 



by Google ^ 



TO PRINCE BISMARCK. 23 

obtain any insight into our counter-proposals; 
otherwise the hopes of the President of the 
French Eepublic will be raised to such an 
extent that the negotiations will be rendered 
difficult, and the secret will ooze out. I must 
be in a position to make him a much lower 
offer at the beginning. Should the French 
Ambassador, however, have become acquainted 
with the proposals, I beg your Highness will 
inform me of the fact. 

(Signed) "Arnim." 

I can give your Highness my particular reasons 
for having addressed this Telegram to you. You 
yourself have enunciated the sound and long 
established principle that nothing is so detri- 
mental to the success of diplomatic negotiations 
as carrying them on in two places at the same 
time. 

This principle has not always been observed 
by your Highness. 

I know instances in which you interfered in 
negotiations intrusted to others, without inform- 
ing the person having the conduct thereof. 
If confusion arises from such a procedure, the 
official negotiator incurs the risk of being 
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held responsible for such confusion. I wished 
to be protected from this consequence, and, 
in any case, to guard against your negotiating 
elsewhere without my knowledge. 

To my Telegram of the 2nd of March, I re- 
ceived the following answer, on the same day : 

[Paris. No. 7.] 

"Berlin, March 2iid, 1873. 
" To Count Arnim. 
" The aflfair must, by no means, be carried on 
secretly; our proposals are *a prendre ou k 
laisser. ' I have already informed the French 
Ambassador of the principal contents, and have 
also no doubt but that they will be gladly 
accepted. , If not, well and good, we can wait* 

(Signed) "von Bismarck." 

* I must here mention a very interesting, though 
apparently, insignificant fact. 

The Public Prosecutor's Bill of Indictment, compiled at 
your instigation, in order to prove me guilty of high treason, 
mentions this telegram. But it gives an incorrect quota- 
tion from the same. It represents the Telegram as ending 
with the words : " If not, well and good." This is untrue. 
It ends with the words, " We can wait." If this altera- 
tion be quite unintentional, it is, at least, an inexcusable 
act of negligence. The Bill of Indictment charges me with 
having retarded the conclusion of the Convention. Now, 
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The communication made to the French Am- 
bassador was contrary to the mles laid down 
for the routine of diplomatic business, and, in 
the present instance, a blunder was committed 
in not abiding by these rules. 

M. de Gontaut-Biron should have learnt 
through M. Thiers, and no one else, the pro- 
posals submitted by me, in Paris, according to 
your commands. If, from any motive whatever, 
your Highness wished to depart from this rule, 
I ought to have been made acquainted by you, 
ex motu proprioj with the precise purport of 
your communication to M. de Gontaut. But 
if you intended to do neither the one nor the 
other^ the negotiations ought certainly not to 
have been intrusted to ♦me. In the present 
instance, however, the violation of the rule was 
so much the more serious a blunder, in that you 
were communicating to M. Gontaut-Biron only 
what was designated to him as the ** essence " of 
our proposals. 

it is quite evident that the Public Prosecutor omits from 
a telegram, quoted verbatim, as he 'pretends, precisely those 
inconvenient words tending to prove that, as late as the 2nd 
of March, the existence of any delay in the progress of nego- 
tiations would have been indifferent to you, the director of the 
policy. 



Digitized 



by Google 



26 COUNT ARNDTS REPLY 

You simply informed him of the communica- 
tions formulated in the Draft Convention drawn 
up at Berlin. But not a word was said to him of 
the fact that I was instructed to demand something 
more, viz. the neutralisation, up to the 1st of 
March, 1874, of the departments to be evacuated. 

If this " something more " was of no value in 
your estimation, I ought not to have been com- 
missioned to demand this ** something more." 

Yet it is evident, from the correspondence be- 
tween us, that you considered the neutralisation, 
up to the 1st of March, 1874, to be an essential 
concession, but one difficult to be obtained. Had 
your Highness informed the Ambassador that 
I was enjoined to present this demand, my task 
would have been facilitated. Instead of so doing 
you rendered it more difficult by the partial 
information given to him. 

From that moment the latter knew, even 
before I had received my instructions, the 
minimum of the demands on which we intended 
to insist, and M. Thiers might already have 
heard of this minimum from him on the 4th of 
March. He was able, therefore, from the out- 
set of the negotiations, to establish the fact of 
there existing a difference between the proposals 
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being made to him by me at Versailles, and 
those indicated by your Highness to the French 
Ambassador as the essence of our proposals, so 
that my demand for prolonging the neutralisa- 
tion must have appeared to him unintelligible 
and far from important 

The necessary consequence to me of this 
incident was that, after having learnt that 
M. de Gontaut was acquainted with the pith 
of our proposals, I no longer found myself in a 
position to keep back from M. Thiers the con- 
cessions touching the evacuation, and to abstain 
from acceding to his desires until he had granted 
the neutralisation up to the 1st of March. 

The Draft Convention was communicated by 
you, not only to the French Ambassador, but 
also to General Baron von Manteuffel, so that 
the latter, though not in any way connected 
with diplomatic negotiations^ became informed 
of this Convention before I did. 

It is natural that, on military questions, your 
Highness should have consulted the general com- 
manding the army of occupation before gathering 
up the whole of our proposals into a Draft Con- 
vention, and into instructions intended for me. 

You probably, likewise, consulted the Minister 
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of Finance, M. Delbriick, and other persons. But 
after my instructions had been framed at BerKn 
as the result of deliberations in common, and I 
had been delegated to negotiate on the basis 
of these instructions, neither M, Delbriick nor 
General von ManteuflFel ought to have been 
called upon to take part in this matter, without 
my knowledge. At head-quarters the opinion 
had obtained that General von Manteuffel had 
not only a military mission, but also a diplo- 
matic one. 

It was asserted, at Nancy, that a " diplomatic 
staff" was attached to the general. This staff 
consisted, it is true, only of a young official 
of the Foreign Office, stationed at head-quarters 
to carry on the French correspondence. 

Your Highness has always most strenuously 
opposed this pretension on the part of the 
general. I shall revert hereafter to this fact. 

And yet, nevertheless, the Draft of the Con- 
vention drawn up at Berlin was transmitted to 
him by you, on the 2nd of March, one day before 
your instructions were despatched to me. 

It does not appear that he was directed, on 
that occasion, to withhold its contents from 
Count St. ValUer. For it is well known thai 
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tTie general communicated our proposals, but of 
course in an incomplete form^ to the French 
Commissioner^ on the 3rd of March, — and, there- 
fore, previously to my being acquainted with the 
Draft. 

You had, in reality, not informed the general 
of the circumstance that I was commissioned 
to put forward a request not mentioned in the 
Draft, viz., that the neutralisation should be 
prolonged to the 1st of March, 1874. 

The French Commissioner could not therefore 
learn anything about this from General von 
ManteuflFel, nor could he report at all to Paris 
on the subject. After Count St. Yallier had 
thus been informed of the proposals formulated 
in this Draft, he said that, in his opinion, these 
proposals would create no difficulties. What 
difficulties could they have created ? 

The French Government ardently desired 
that we should be able to evacuate the French 
territory at the earliest date possible. As we 
could not be driven out by force, they were 
obliged to accept the conditions on which we 
were willing to depart of our own accord. They 
would also have agreed to the prolongation 
of the neutralisation, if I had been authorised 
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by your Highness to make that a conditio sine 
qud, non. 

Although nothing might have resulted from 
it, I was bound, nevertheless, to make efforts 
to secure this point through the channel of 
negotiations. This became impossible after 
M. Thiers had learnt, first from Berlin directly, 
and then from Nancy, that in Berlin you had 
already renounced it, without having informed 
me of the circumstance. 

The general then reported to Berlin from 
Nancy that, according to the communications 
of Count St. Vallier, the proposals from Berlin, 
imparted to the latter, would incur no opposition. 

These secret proceedings between General 
von Manteuffel and you, as well as those be- 
tween Count St. Yallier and M. Thiers, as they 
were taking place behind my back, were totally 
unknown to me. 

Such proceedings, also, were entirely super- 
fluous. In fact, I was as much in a position as 
Generabvon Manteuffel to report that the 
Draft Convention sent him from Berlin would 
be accepted. 

The only difficulty that could present itself 
was a possible refusal on the part of M. Thiers to 
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concede to the proloDgation of the neutralisation 
up to the 1st of March, 1874. General von 
Manteuffel could say absolutely nothing as to 
whether this demand would meet with any 
opposition, since he did not even know that 
I was commissioned to make it. 

In this manner, even before the opening of 
negotiations, the seeds of great complications 
were sown :— and these were the result of your 
modus operandi. 

From Nancy, reports were made to Berlin 
upon matters which took place in Paris, and 
which were fully known to no one except 
myself ! 

From Nancy, communications were being 
forwarded to Paris with regard to the proposals 
made from Berlin, proposals known but imper- 
fectly in Nancy. On his part, the French 
Ambassador reported what he had learnt from 
your Highness in Berlin. 

Thus it happened that a complicated web of 
threads running in several directions v j,s being 
spun around me, in which the object in view 
became at last inextricably entangled. But 
I was unable to see, or eventually to break 
through these threads, because it was your 
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Highness yourself who had spun them. Nor 
could I even have any idea of their existence, so 
that, for this reason also, it was impossible for me 
to guard against such a danger. Thus matters 
stood as early as the 2nd and 3rd of March, 
before the negotiations had even begun. 

In the evening of the 4th of March, the 
Feldjager, bringing me the subjoined Draft 
Convention and the instructions intended to 
explain it, arrived. 

"Berlin, 3rd March, 1873. 

" I submitted, on the 26th of February, to his 
Majesty the Emperor and King, the report 
addressed to me by your Excellency on the 
22nd of the^ setme month. As you will have 
learnt from my telegram of yesterday, his 
Majesty was. pleased to agree to the opening 
of negotiations with France on the basis of the 
proposals made to you by M. Thiers touching 
the remainder of the war indemnity and the 
evacuation of the French^, territory. In for- 
warding to your Excellency the Draft of a 
Convention with France, embodying his 
Majesty's intentions, together with full powers 
to open negotiations with M. Thiers, or his 
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plenipotentiary on the basis of the same, I have 
to make the following observations : 

" Article I. is in accordance with the intima- 
tions conveyed to yon by M. Thiers regard- 
ing the payment of the war indemnity, and 
the line of conduct maintained until now bv 
France in her payments of the third and fourth 
milliards. 

'* Article IT. corresponds textually with the 
corresponding article in the special Convention 
of the 29th of June last year. 

" The fundamental intention of Article III. 
is, on the one hand, that we should still occupy 
the departments of the Ardennes and the Vosges 
for some weeks after the payment of the four 
milliards, and, on the other hand, that the whole 
of the territory occupied by our troops, with 
the exception of Belfort, should be evacuated 
on the 1st of July, provided the half of the fifth 
milliard should have been paid by that time. 

" With regard to this, I will call attention to 
the fact that, in consequence of a very exhaustive 
correspondence carried on with the Commander- 
in-Chief of the army of occupation, I concluded 
that the army in the two departments of the 
Meuse and the Meurthe-et-Moselle could be 
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broken up without any detriment whatever to 
military advantages, and, consequently, that the 
stipulation, in Article III., for holding all the 
departments until a complete evacuation takes 
place, is no concession to us. The plan in- 
dicated in this stipulation is rather a conces- 
sion to France, the finances and the inhabitante 
of which will thereby be released from the 
expense and trouble connected with the bil- 
leting of the army of occupation in two depart- 
ments. The four weeks' respite allowed for the 
complete evacuation corresponds to the fifteen 
days agreed to in Article III. of the special 
Convention of the 29th of June of last year, in 
that it is not a question of the evacuation of 
two, but of four departments, and not of the 
removal of 25,000 but 50,000 men. The occupa- 
tion of Belfort by our troops until the pay- 
ment in full of the war indemnity and interest 
thereon, is a political necessity for us. Otherwise 
we should not he in a position to justify to pMic 
opinion in Germany the earlier evacitation of that 
place, and I beg of your Excellency not to allow 
any doubt to exist on the fact that this point 
is absolutely and imperatively necessary for tk 
Kiecomplishment of a mutual understanding. 
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" Article lY. has in view the object, on the 
one hand, of securing the financial interests of 
the military administration, and, on the other 
hand, of avoiding the difficulties which would 
accompany separate regulations with regard 
to the maintenance of the different bodies of 
troops. 

"The Articles V. and YI. coincide, almost 
word for word, with Articles YII. and YIII. of 
the special Convention of the 29 th of June of 
last year. Article Y. corresponding to Article 
Vil. of that Convention, limits the neutra- 
lisation of the evacuated departments to the 
date of the complete evacuation of the French 
territory. 

• "In the report of your Excellency of the 
22nd of February, you suggest that the neutra- 
lisation might be prolonged to the 1st of March 
next year. It cannot he denied that siLch a pledge 
on the part of France would be desirable^ cmd I 
do not hesitate to authorise your Excellency to 
demand it, should you consider this concession 
obtainable. 

** Article YII. has for its object to obviate the 
difficulties likely to arise from a negotiation 
relative to the agreement about the first two 

D 2 
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milliards, and the first payment of interest. 
This agreement, the last item wherein shows a 
balance in our favour of 256,911 frs, 45 cen- 
times, was already communicated in October last 
by your Excellency to the French Government, 
without any remark having been made about it 
up to the present time. We must make a point 
of having this definitely settled. 

" I await with deep interest the report of 
your Excellency on the progress of the nego- 
tiations to be entered into. 

(Signed) "von Bismarck." 

Article I. 

" France pledges herself to pay by the 10th 
of May, 1873, the milliard which, according to 
the arrangement in the 1st Article of the special 
convention of the 29th of June, 1872, was to fall 
due on the 1st of March, 1874. The payments 
on account shall not be less than one hundred 
millions, and shall be notified to the German 
Government at least one month before payment 
France shall pay the milliard which, according 
to the above-mentioned arrangement, is to fall due 
on the 1st of March, 1875, in four instalments of 
two hundred and fifty millions each, on the 1st of 
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June, the 1st of July, the 1st of August, and the 
1st of September, 1873. Simultaneously with the 
last payment, France shall pay to the German 
Government the interest accumulated since 
March 1873." 

Article II. 

** The regulations laid down in the third 
paragraph of Article VII. of the treaty of peace 
of the 10th of May, 1871, apply to all payments 
made in accordance with the preceding article. 

Article III. 

"His Majesty the Emperor of Germany, 
King of Prussia, shall order, on the 1st ^ July, 
1873, after the payment of the second instal- 
ment of two hundred and fifty millions due on 
that day, the evacuation of the departments of 
the Ardennes, Vosges, Mouse and Meurthe-et- 
Moselle, — which the German troops shall occupy 
until that date, — and will cause it to take place 
within four weeks at the latest. The evacuation 
of the arrondissement of Belfort will take place 
after the payment of the two hundred and fifty 
millions, and the interest due on the 1st of 
September, 1873." 
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Article IV. 

" JVance undertakes the maintenance of the 
German troops quartered in the departments of 
the Vosges, Ardennes, Meuse, and Meurthe-et- 
Moselle, up to the day of the complete evacua- 
tion of those departments, as well as the main- 
tenance of the troops quartered in the arron- 
dissement of Belfort, until the evacuation of that 
part." 

Article V. 

" Until the evacuation of the arrondissement 
of Belfort, the departments mentioned in 
Article III. shall, after their evacuation by 
the German troops, be declared neutral in a 
military sense, and only such French troops 
shall be stationed therein as are necessary to 
garrison these departments with a view to the 
maintenance of order, France shall not have 
the right of erecting therein any new forti- 
fications, nor of strengthening those already 
existing there, 

**His Majesty the Emperor of Germany, 
King of Prussia, shall not cause to be con- 
structed, in the departments occupied by the 
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German troops, any other fortifications than 
those in existence at the present moment." 

Artici.e VI. 

^* His Majesty the Emperor of Germany, 
King of Prussia, reserves to himself the right 
to re-occupy the evacuated departments in case 
the engagements contracted in this convention 
should not be fulfilled." 

Article VII. 

^* The contracting parties are agreed on the 
point that France has paid up to the 11th of 
March, 1872, in discharge of the first two 
milliards of the indemnity for war expenses, 
payable according to Article II. of the pre- 
liminaries of peace of the 26th of February, 
1871, and^ of the interest due up to the 2nd of 
March, 1872, the sum of 2,142,743,000 francs 
36 centimes." 

These two documents expose the difference 
existing between the proposals contained in 
Telegram No. 6 of the 2nd of March, and those 
which had to be made by me. 

This difference is embodied solely in the follow- 
ing words of your instructions : 
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"In the report of your Excellency of the 
22nd of February, you suggest that the neutra- 
Hsatioh might be prolonged to the 1st of March 
next year. It cannot be denied that such a pledge^ 
on the part of France, would be desirabUy and I do 
not hesitate to authorise your Excellency to demand 
it, should you consider this concession obtainable^ 

In these. circumstances, "to be authorised" 
is equivalent to " being obliged." 

I should consciously have conducted the nego- 
tiations, under my charge, to the detriment of 
the German Empire, had I not attempted to 
obtain that advantage. On the eve of the day 
when this order reached me, and consequently 
on the 3rd of March, I called on M. Thiers, 
having previously announced my visit by the 
following telegram : 

*' L'Ambassadeur d'AUemagne k son Excel- 
lence Monsieur le President de la Republique. 

" Monsieur le President, Si vous voulez bien 

me recevoir, je viendrai a la Presidence a ime 

heure. 

" J'ai Thonneur d'etre, 

" Votre tr^s-humble serviteur, 

"AltNIM." 

Sent the 3/3, 1873. 11 a.m. 
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I found the President in a state of lassitude* 
Having only your Telegram No. 6 in my posses- 
sion, it was of course impossible for me to speak 
to him in explicit terms. My visit was, there- 
fore, merely a ceremonial one. I was anxious 
to be in a position to convey agreeable news 
to M. Thiers. The exact words of our con- 
versation are not within my recollection, but I 
remember very distinctly that three points were 
touched upon. 

First, I told M. Thiers that Belfort was to 
remain occupied until the complete settlement 
of the war indemnity. The President did not 
conceal from me the extent to which this 
necessity was disadvantageous to him. But, 
being fully convinced of our firm determination 
to keep Belfort until the 5th of September, 1873, 
he confined his requests, in my presence, to the 
embodiment, in a separate article, of the conven- 
tion concerning Belfort, instead of its incidental 
and casual insertion in a mere paragraph. 

Secondly, I informed him that the neutralisa- 
tion of the departments to be evacuated could 
not coincide with the discontinuance of the 
occupation. 

Tour Highness had not, it is true, mentioned 
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the subject to me in your Telegram. Yet I did 
not doubt that this important point, to which I 
had so frequently directed your attention, would 
be alluded to in the instructions promised me 
on your part. I could, at any time, have 
abandoned it, had you told me, in the written 
instructions, that I was to relinquish this demand 
on our side. 

Thirdly, M. Thiers expressed the wish : 

(a) That I should treat with him personally, 
and with him only. 

(b) That the affair should be kept secret^ so 
as not to be exposed, during the pourparlers, to 
the criticisms of enemies, and to the advice of 
friends. 

In repeating once more, that by your corres- 
pondence with the head-quarters at Nancy, and 
by your premature communications to the French 
Ambassador, a hopeless confusion had become 
unavoidable as early as the 2nd of March, 1 
shall call to your recollection what passed sub- 
sequently to the arrival of the instructions of 
the 4th of March, 1873. 

The messenger had arrived on the 4th of March, 
rather late in the evening. Though very ill at 
that time, I spent the greater part of the night in 
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studying carefully the instructions just received, 
and also in translating into French, to the extent 
of its essential provisions, the Draft Convention. 

There was no necessity for translating it in 
fall, word for word, and it would have been 
a great mistake to have given M. Thiers a 
translation agreeing verbatim with the text 
of the Draft from Berlin. 

When the Head of the French Government 
did me the honour of entering into personal 
negotiations with me, these negotiations were to 
be confined to the points upon which, perhaps, 
a difiference of opinion was possible. 

The final Draft in French and in German was 
to be settled between the Foreign Minister and 
myself. 

I did not insert in my translation the passage 
about Belfort contained in Article III. of the 
Draft Convention, because the arrangement about 
Belfort was to form, according to the President's 
wish, the subject of a special article. The 
President had already expressed this desire to 
me on the 3rd of March. It would have been a 
gratuitous insult on my part, not to have taken 
this wish into consideration, as I had no motive 
for not complying therewith. 
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The Draft Convention mentioned the 5th 
of September, 1873, as the final term of the 
neutralisation. 

In accordance with the authority given me, I 
modified the Draft to this effect, viz., that the 1st 
of March, 1874, was fixed as the final term. 

However, to render matters complete, I here 
annex the translation made by me of the Draft 
Convention. 

Article I. 

"La Prance s'engage a payer le quatrieme 
milliard jusqu'au 10 mai. — ^Les paiements ne 
seront pas au-dessous de 100 millions et 
annonces un mois d'avance. 

" Le cinquieme milliard sera paye en quatre 
termes de 250 millions chacun : 1^ juin, I*' juillet, 
1*' aout et I*'' septembre. — Simultanement avec 
le dernier paiement, la France paiera les interets 
dus depuis le 2 mars 1873." 

Article II. 

** Les paiements seront faits conformement a 
Tart. 7 du 10 mai 1871 et des protocoles 
separes du 12 octobre." 
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Article III. 

"Les troupes de Sa Majeste commenceront 
r^vacuation des qtiatre departements le 1®' juillet, 
apres le paiement du second terme de 250 
millions k compte du cinquieme milliard. — 
L'evacuation sera terminee dans Tespaoe de 
quatre semaines au plus tard." 

Article IV. 

" La France se charge de I'entretien des troupes 
en garnison dans les quatre departements jusqu'au 
jour de Tevacuation, 

" Et de I'entretien des troupes formant la 
garnison de Belfort jusqu'a I'evacuation de cet 
arrondissement." • 

Article Y. 

'* Jusqu'au 1^' mars 1874, les quatre departe- 
ments designes dans I'art. 3 seraient neutralises. 

**Pas d'agglomeration de troupes, pas de forti- 
fication. 

'^ Engagement analogue de la part de TAlle- 
magne." 
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Article VI. 

" Le droit de reoccupation reste reserve pour le 
cas de non-execution des engagements." 

Article VII. 

" Les parties contractantes reconnaissent que la 
France a pay^, jusqu'au 11 mars 1872, a compte 
des deux milliards et des interets dus le 2 mars, 
2,149,743,088 francs." 

Provided with this sketch, I went to Ver- 
sailles early on the 5 th of March. Had I found 
M. Thiers in good . health, I should, without 
doubt, have examined the project with him 
point for point. 

We should have settled on which points we 
were agreed, and on which we were not. 

He would have acquainted me with the form 
in which he wished the special article relating 
to Belfort to be drawn up. 

The question would have been cleared up as 
to whether he would agree to the extension of 
the neutralisation until the 1st of March, 1874. 

I should, as early as the 5th, have reported to 
Berlin the result of the pourparlers^ and have 
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asked for the decision of his Majesty on the 
difiFerences that might have arisen. 

As you will remember, I found M. Thiers, on 
the 6th of March, suffering from a serious, and, 
as I thought, dangerous illness. A discussion on 
business was manifestly out of the question. 
I left my translation of the Draft Convention on 
the President's table, and addressed to you the 
following Telegram : 

" Paris, March 5tli, 1873. 
** The Ambassador to the Minister for Foreign 
Affairs. 

** I visited M. Thiers early on Monday, and 
found him unwell and quite discouraged. Yes- 
terday he had a violent bleeding of the nose, 
after which he spoke for two hours in the 
Assembly. The result was that he was taken 
ill in the night, and endured unspeakable suf- 
fering, as he told me an hour ago. I went to 
Versailles to-day without knowing that he was 
ill. His wife thought that he would not receive 
ine, ^nd I begged of her not to annoiince my 
arrival. 

** The President insisted on seeing me. I found 
him looking much worse than could have been 
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expected; he was scarcely able to speak. He 
thought however, that the attack was over, 
and remarked that he would be able to speak 
with me on busmess the day after to-morrow. 

" Nevertheless, he took leave of me like a 
person doubtful as to seeing one again. The 
elasticity of his spirits, however, may procure 
him a speedy recovery. He begged me to give 
out in all directions that he was not ill, and 
I request that this may be done also in Berlin, 
should alarming rumours find their way thither. 
The circumstance of my having seen him will 
also serve to refute such rumours. The Pre- 
sident begs in addition, that nothing should 
be disclosed about the pourparlers ; otherwise 
he would be unable to shield himself frora 
importunate counsellors. 

(Signed) ^^Arnim." 

I have now in my statement reached the 6tli 
of March. On the 3rd, the President received 
from me a preliminary commimication of our 
proposals. A written document had been left 
in his hands on the 5th, containing a memo- 
randum of the same. I gave him to understand, 
each time, that we demanded the prolongation 
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of the neutraKsation. None of the points of 
the instructions sent by your Highness had been 
passed over. 

Tour Telegram No. 7 states, *^ C'est a laisser 
ou h prendre ! If not, well and good. We can 
wait." According to the indictment of the 
Public Prosecutor, I ought to have understood 
from this telegram that the Draft Convention 
as sent me from Berlin was to be considered an 
ultimatum ! There is no need for me to reply 
to an argument of that kind. 

What do those words, " A laisser ou a pren- 
dre," refer to ? To what does your phrase, " if 
not, well and good," apply ? Was the demand 
for prolonging the neutralisation until the 1st 
of March, 1874, " a prendre ou a laisser ? " In 
other words, was I to tell M. Thiers, that, if he 
did not accept that extension, the negotiations 
would come to an end ? 

Certainly not ; for I was authorised to abandon 
that demand, if I felt persuaded that it could 
not be obtained. 

But I was not authorised to abstain from 
demanding the extension of the neutralisation 
if, in my opinion, it was obtainable. My belief 
was that it could be obtained by me^ and I still 
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adhere to the belief that I should have been 
successful, had not your Highness thrust yourself 
into the negotiations without my knowledge. 

Your telegram " C'est k prendre ou a laisser/' 
" if not, well and good " contained no more than 
Telegram No. 6, the injunction to present to 
M. Thiers the Draft Convention from Berlin as 
an ultimatum. 

Where then is the decisive Telegram which, 
according to your assertion, I ought to have 
received before the 6th of March, and which I 
suppressed in my report to his Majesty ? No such 
Telegram exists, and the insinuation that I have 
made an incomplete report to his Majesty is a false 
accusation. 

I have to prove, in the second place, with 
regard to your assertion that there was a differ- 
ence between my statements and those of M. 
Thiers, that it rests on no foundation whatever. 

Nothing took place on the 5th and 6th of 
March relating to the negotiations, so far as I 
then knew. There was no hurry connected with 
them : you had indicated this as your decided 
opinion by your Telegram, " We can wait." 

In my complete ignorance of the corres- 
pondence, between Berlin and Paris, via Nancy, 
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going on behind my back, the thought could not 
have entered my head of soliciting with impatient 
irritability, and in opposition to the desire ex- 
pressed by M. Thiers, an interview with M. de 
R^musat. Besides, the latter could not have acted 
decisively, as he had no commission of any sort* 
It is no wonder that, during the leisure 
afiForded me by circumstances, I should have 
reflected whether it was possible, without yield- 
ing any part of the demands then considered 
necessary for our safety, to be useful to M. 
Thiers, whose maintenance in office we desired. 
Amongst these demands were two, to which great 
importance was to be attached : 

(1) The occupation of Belfort until the final 
payment of the war indemnity : 

(2) The right comprised in the extension of 
the neutralisation until the 1st of March to re- 
occupy eventually the evacuated departments 
without declaring war. 

If, on the part of Germany, these two demands 
had been insisted on, M. Thiers would, upon 
my advice, have submitted to both. But our 
intention of diminishing his difficulties and 
strengthening his position in the State would 
probably not have been accomplished. It was on 
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taking this view of affairs, that I had, as early 
as the 7th of February, asked him to consider 
whether an evacuation, commencing at the 
earliest date {)ossible, would not be feasible. 

This could have been done, in my opinion, 
without compromising any interests. 

From a political point of view, a longer occu- 
pation of the French territory was useless, if 
we were granted the right of returning with a 
German army, without previously declaring war, 
the very instant the French Government sent 
a single man more into the departments than 
was allowed for the maintenance of order. 

To this, then, was added the certainty that 
France had neither the intention nor the power 
of violating, during the months of May, June, 
July, and August, the Treaties concluded with us. 

1, therefore, feeling much concerned, had the 
right of submitting once more to your High- 
ness (M. Thiers being ill, I could not negotiate 
with him) the question whether, with regard to 
the period of the evacuation of France, a slight 
modification of the provisions of the Draft 
Convention sent me, would not be possible. 

On the morning of the 8th of March, 1873, 
I addressed to you — before having seen 
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M. Thiers, and before knowing whether I 
should see him during the day — ^the following 
Telegram on this question : 

** The occupation of Belfort until the complete 
liquidation of the war indemnity is a point 
that is being turned to account by the personal 
adversaries of the President, in order to de- 
preciate his merits ; and they are so much the 
more successful in that the populace imagine 
Belfort to have a legendary importance. As 
it is naturally impossible to make any conces- 
sion with respect to Belfort, I take the liberty 
of requesting you to consider whether it would 
not be practicable to begin the evacuation of 
the four departments as early as the 15th of May, 
in the event of the four milliards having been 
paid by that date, with the stipulation that thig 
evacuation must be completed by the 15th of 
June. As a security for our demands, this con* 
cession is, I think, as satisfactory as the proposal 
sent to me, because the commencement of the 
evacuation at an earlier date would very greatly 
benefit M. Thiers. I am still without news as 
to the health of the President. 

(Signed) " Arnim.'* 
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This Telegram fiimislies the proof : 

(1) That as regards myself, I declared from 
the outset that any concession about Belfort 
was entirely inadmissible. 

(2) That also as regards myself, I endeavoured 
to be useful to M. Thiers. 

M. Thiers was, naturally, entirely ignorant 
of this. Persons in other quarters have, 
since then, succeeded in making him believe 
that I had secretly striven to injure him 
by a feigned influence with the monarchical 
parties in Paris. This, even you yourself 
have asserted so often, repeated and caused 
to be repeated, that every one, including 
M. Thiers himself, believes it. And yet, in 
support of your assertion, no other proof has 
ever been furnished than a paragraph in the 
Gaulois. 

I seize this opportunity of giving a denial to 
your assertion. My confidential correspondence 
with you is not a secret course of action directed 
against M. Thiers. In any case, my Telegram 
proves that, far from wishing secretly to 
injure M. Thiers, I, on the contrary, endeavoured 
to be useful to him. 

You declined my request to consider the 
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proposal made to you by me without giving the 
reasons for so doing. 

It was refused in the following Telegram : 

[Paris. No. 9.] 

"Berlin, March 8tli, 1873. 

" To Count Amim. 

'' I have received Telegram No. 12. In case 
the proposals in their present form should not 
be accepted* we will evacuate two depart- 
ments after the payment of the fourth milliard, 
but we will occupy the other two as well as 
Belfort, until the final settlement. I beg that 
your Excellency will be good enough to follow 
more closely the instructions of the 3rd instant. 
After having told you already on the 2nd 
of March, by telegraph, that they are "a 
prendre ou k laisser," I am surprised to receive 
only an unacceptable proposal of modifications 
conceived proprio motu by your Excellency — 
instead of a report of the reception that our 
proposals have met with from M. Thiers, or, if 
he happened to be ill, from M. R^musat. 

"I beg of your Excellency to communicate 
* I had never said that they would not be accepted. 
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without delay, the whole of our proposals to 
the French Q-ovemment, and to inform me of 
the answer. 

(Signed) "von Bismarck/' 

This Telegram is remarkable on more than 
one account : 

(1) You implicitly assert that an ambassador 
goes beyond his instructions, when he asks if 
they cannot be modified on a point of detaiL 

(2) You ask for a communication touching 
the reception our proposals have met with at 
the hands of M. Thiers, or at those of M. de 
Remusat, in case M. Thiers happened to be ill, 
although you knew that M. Thiers was ill, and 
that he was anxious to negotiate personally 
with me. 

(3) Your mysterious phrase " c'est a prendre 
ou k laisser " is repeated, without saying what 
is " a prendre ou k laisser.'* 

But as to the order to acquaint M. Thiers or 
M. de Remusat with the exact and complete 
text of the Draft from Berlin, it is not com- 
prised even in this Telegram. 

The change which had taken place in your in- 
tentions after the 2nd of March was inexplicable 
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to me, and remains so at the present day. At 
that time you could wait. On the 8th of March 
you were in the greatest hurry, and could not 
wait a moment. Yet the situation was not 
altered in the least. 

But, at the ^ same moment, when you were 
telegraphing to me to that purport, you were 
despatching a Telegram to Greneral von Man- 
teuflFel in which he was informed *Hhat I 
reported having met with difficulties at Paris, 
that I made inadmissihle proposals, and was 
oflFering impracticable concessions, without 
having negotiated with Thiers." 

General von ManteuflFel received the order to 
discover in what these difficulties consisted, and to 
confer again on the matter with Count St. Vallier. 

It is very singular, and even unintelligible, 
that you should have introduced General von 
Manteuffel into the negotiations in this way. 
You must remember that I was sent to Paris on 
a special mission, in August 1871, to prevent 
General von ManteuflFel from taking any active 
part in political matters. You know that 
he had then taken the initiative by means of 
a convention with M. Pouyer-Quertier. This 
attempt had been viewed by your Highness 
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in a very unfavourable light. Accusations had 
been brought by you against the General 
which I will not repeat. 

Subsequently, I again received at Paris, as 
you will no doubt remember, the order to 
demand Count St. Vallier's recall. 

This demand came to nought, because the 
French Government attached importance to the 
taking of the General's wishes into account. 

And I did not insist very strongly on this, 
being unwilling to create in the mind of the 
French Government the impression that the 
German Ambassador was not living on good 
terms or in concord with the German General. 

On the other hand, I did not wish to insist 
on measures which would have been painful 
to a man entitled to the consideration of the 
Emperor and Empire, and towards whom I had 
no reason whatever for feeling hostile. 

And it is precisely that very General, and 
the French agent, so harshly condemned by 
you previously, who were, eighteen months 
later, in March, 1873, employed by your High- 
ness as the instruments for paralysing my 
activity in the field assigned to me alone, and 
for discrediting me at Paris. 
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In consequence of your Telegram of the 8th 
of March, General von Mantenffel, on the 9th 
of March, made known the text of the Draft 
Convention to Count St. Yallier, who forwarded 
it to M. Thiers. 

If a German had robbed me of the Draft 
Convention at the period when I was keeping 
it secret, and was bound so to do, and if he 
had afterwards clandestinely made known this 
te;xt to M. Thiers, he would have doubtlessly 
belonged to that class of persons, of whom the 
penal code of the German Empire speaks in the 
following terms : 

"§92. — Whoever deliberately divulges or 
publishes the contents of documents and re- 
gisters, or news, which, as he knows, are to be 
kept secret for the good of the German Empire, 
is punishable by imprisonment in a house of 
correction for two years at the least." 

Now you deliberately communicated the Draft 
Convention to the French Government. I do 
not think that this act can be considered a 
" crime," in the meaning of § 92. But if it 
does not come within the meaning of that 
paragraph, it is from your not having per- 
ceived that the interests of the German Empire 
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required the Draft Convention to be kept 
secret. 

Although you did not perceive this, the fact 
is none the less true ; and I will prove that the 
clandestine communication by you of the Draft 
Convention to M. Thiers rendered impossible the 
success of a negotiation comparatively important, 
and resulted in a less advantageous Convention 
than would have been concluded by me, if you had 
not made my instructions known to M. Thiers* 

You cannot allege that your position as the 
Emperor's Prime Minister entitled you to act as 
you did. It would, at least, be necessary that 
you should be able to prove that the Emperor 
had ordered you to act thus. 

We were both servants of his Majesty, our 
very gracious master, you as superior, I as your 
subordinate. But your position of superior did 
not give you the right to thwart, by your secret 
interference, the success of affairs intrusted to 
me by order of the Emperor. If your High- 
ness did not understand my reports, you should 
merely have asked me for an explanation of 
them. If you discovered, or thought you had 
discovered, that I was not equal to my task^ 
you ought to have insisted on my being re« 
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called. You did not, and could not do so : for 
as soon as you took the trouble to reflect on the 
matter, you must have found out, that there 
was nothing ambiguous in it, and that I was 
quite capable of carrying out my commission 
which was not a difficult one. 

I must again revert to the Telegram addressed 
by you, on the 8th of March, to General von 
Manteuffel, and in which you say that I report 
difficulties and propose impracticable concessions, 
vnthout having negotiated with M. Thiers. 

This Telegram contains both an absurdity 
and an untruth. 

If I had met with difficulties, these could 
only have arisen in relation to the person with 
whom I was to negotiate the matter in hand. 
This person was M. Thiers. But you knew, and 
even acknowledged in your Telegram to G-eneral 
von Manteuffel, that I could not negotiate 
with M. Thiers, and had not yet done so. This 
delay, according to your Telegram of the 2nd of 
March, could not alarm you, as you were able to 
" wait^^ If it be well established that M. Thiers 
alone could have raised the difficulties which 
you mentioned to General von Manteuffel, if it 
be established also, that I had not yet in any 
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way negotiated with M. Thiers, where in the 
world was I to have met with difficulties? 
Therein lies the absurdity ! 

The untruth is that I reported difficidties 
from Paris. Where have you discovered this 
announcement ? There is no mention of it in 
my Telegram of the 8th of March. This Tele- 
gram only says in distinct terras that M. Thiers 
would not derive from the Convention as great 
an advantage as you wished, if it were impossible 
for us to make him a concession so evidently 
advantageous as that proposed by me. 

By this absurdity and this untruth, the con- 
fusion, of which you sowed the seed by your 
communication to Nancy and to M. de G-ontaut, 
assumed a tragical character. 

Your Telegram of the 8th of March put the 
head-quarters in a ferment. " The country is in 
danger, and can only be saved from Nancy ! " 

That I should announce difficulties, of which 
the diplomatic staff at head-quarters were 
entirely ignorant, must have been supremely 
distasteful at Nancy, where they prided them- 
selves on having a diplomatic mission. Had I 
been at Nancy, I should have been astounded. 
I should also at Paris have been exceedingly 
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surprised, if, on the 8th of March, a Telegram 
had been received from you ordering me to 
say wherein lay the objections mentioned by me. 
But your Telegram addressed to me does not 
contain one word about them. 

Moreover the Telegram addressed to me was 
unintelligible, and the very first words in it bore 
no reference whatever to the one I had sent you. 
But you did not pretend, to me at least, that I 
had said anything of objections, or that I had 
met with any. 

We have thus two Telegrams before us at 
variance with each other ; one addressed to me, 
the other to General von Manteufiel. 

The one addressed by you to me shows your 
vexation at the delay created, as you pretended, 
by me, as well as the little attention with which 
you had read my Telegram. 

The one which you sent to General von Man- 
teuffel proves that you made b, false communica- 
tion to the General, and that you clandestinely 
commissioned him in concert with the French to 
control my conduct. 

I think that you were wrong in acting thus 
towards the Emperor's Ambassador. Did you 
inform the Emperor that you caused me to be 
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watched by the same General, between whom 
and me you had just before tried to produce 
ill-feeling ? Did* his Majesty know that all this 
was planned, without my having the least 
suspicion thereof? 

Nevertheless, all that happened up to the 8th 
of March, is of secondary importance, compared 
with the communications from Berlin, Nancy, 
and Paris after the 8th of March. 

Up to the 8th, it is a question of the order 
given by you to a Prussian General to watch 
me, and to report, unknown to me, on matters 
which no one else but I had a right to dis- 
cuss, as long as his Majesty retained me as 
an Ambassador at Paris. Had I been in- 
formed of the nature of that interference on 
the part of the General, I should have tendered 
my resignation to his Majesty. A frank ex- 
planation would also have smoothed down the 
complication that had arisen, and for which 
you alone were to blame. 

As it was, the incident remained a res interna^ 
unknown to all those who had not the honour 
to serve the Emperor. 

But after the 8th of March, perhaps even on 
the 8th of March, you were beginning to make 
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foreigners instrumental in discrediting the 
Emperor's Ambassador. You availed yourself 
of the French in order to lower him in the 
estimation of the French, and to rob him of 
his Majesty's confidence. You made use of the 
French, in the very same manner, as you after- 
wards endeavoured to avail yourself of the 
English, in order to prove that I was a man 
of notoriously bad repute. 

On the 9th of March, in consequence of the 
order given him by your Highness, General von 
Manteuffel, unknown to me, brought to the Pre- 
sident's knowledge the text of the Draft Conven- 
tion by the agency of Count St. Yallier. He 
at once reported to you, that M. Thiers would 
accept our proposals, by which, of course, he 
meant only the proposals formulated in the 
text of the Draft. 

On the 10th of March, 1873, the same General, 
in reply to a second Telegram received from you, 
but the contents of which I ignore, addressed to 
you the following Telegram : 

" Have received Telegram, and repeat my 
opinion expressed yesterday, that Thiers will 
axjcept our proposals, if we remain firm. I beg 
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your Highness to make no alteration until I , 
have sent oflF a report on the answer to the 
letter of St. Vallier. I am convinced that be- 
hind all these difficulties some stock-exchange 
speculations are lurking, and that each new 
proposal favours them. Before my conference 
with St. Vallier, Remusat wrote that Belfort 
was, it is true, distasteful, but that the matter 
would be arranged. 

(Signed) "voN Manteuffel/* 

General von ManteufiFel was perfectly justified 
in saying that M. Thiers would accept our pro- 
posals, if, by "our proposals," he meant the 
proposals formulated in the text of the Draft 
Convention. 

But I do not think that, by these words. General 
von Manteuffel made a communication deserving 
the epithet of ** surprising." There was no 
doubt whatever that M. Thiers would accept 
our proposals formulated in the Berlin Draft. I 
had never reported anything to the contrary. 
The interference of the General was not in any- 
way required in order to elicit the certainty 
that M. Thiers would accept our proposals. 
Neither was it necessary for that purpose to be 
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very firm. The matter was already settled, and 
M. Thiers had agreed to all our demands as 
contained in the Draft Convention, however dis- 
agreeable certain of them might seem to him. 

The General announced a result equally far 
from surprising, when he said that M. de 
Remusat had written on the 9 th of March, " that 
Belfort was, it is true, distasteful, but that the 
matter would be arranged." 

It was naturally no longer a question of 
knowing if the thing would be done. It was 
already done, and no longer formed the object 
of any explanation, but, at the most, the subject 
of retrospective regrets. The matter was only 
brought up again by General von Manteuffel, or 
rather, through your interference. It is owing 
solely to that interference that we were obliged, 
finally, to evacuate Belfort two months sooner 
than we should have had to do a<Jcording to the 
Berlin Draft. I will revert to this by-and-by. 

General von Manteufiel says, lastly, that, ac- 
cording to his opinion, behind all these diflBculties 
were lurking " stock-exchange speculations." 

With the exception of the obstruction caused 
by your interference with the regular progress 
of diplomatic matters, there was no " difficulty " 
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whatever. If General von ManteuflFel was think- 
ing of stock-exchange speculations on the part of 
Paris bankers, he had altogether over-estimated 
the effect on the Paris Exchange of the pros- 
pective modifications of onr position in France. 
At that period the rates at Paris had not, in 
general, altered. Did he think of stock-ex- 
change speculations in other places ? I have no 
interest in making any inquiry into the question 
as to whether the obstructions caused by you 
had any influence whatever on the Exchange. I 
am not aware that this occurred anywhere. 

The fact that General von Manteuffel, at your 
instigation, had let Count St. Vallier into the 
secret, and that, in consequence of his pour- 
parhrs with him, I was discredited at Paris, is 
a matter of very different importance. 

I will show what took place, and how it came 
to pass. On the 9th of March, General von 
Manteuffel had had a conversation with Count 
St. Yallier, The latter had written on the sub- 
ject to M. Thiers at Paris, and had sent off his 
report on the afternoon of the 10th, 

The news that I had reported "difficulties," 
and that' the General was commissioned to 
discover the source of these difficulties, arrived 
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at Paris on the 10th, and on the 11th M, Thiers 
knew both the text of the Convention of Berlin, 
and the circumstance, very pleasing to him, that 
he need not take my demands into account. 

I can only make conjectures as to the 
contents of the letter written by Count St. 
Vallier to the President* But they will be 
facilitated by an acquaintance with the Tele- 
gram which the President addressed to Count 
St. Vallier in reply to his report 

"Versailles, 11 Mars, llh. 50m. 

** President de la Republiqite au Comte de 

St. Vallier. 

" Je viens de recevoir, et je vous en remercie 

vivement, votre pli si interessant. Dites ai; 

general, et qu'il dise a Berlin, que nous agissons 

tres-franchement, comme toujours, que nous 

n'avons rien k cacher dans tout ceci et que du 

reste M. de Gontaut a reQu des communications de 

nature a lever toutes les ambiguites, lesquelles du 

reste ne viennent pas de nous. Je vais vous ecrire 

dans deux heures et tout sera eclairci pour vous. 

Je re^ois votre telegramme de ce matin, qui me 

fait grand plaisir. — Mille amities pour le general 

et pour vous. 

(Signe') "A.Thiers.'* 
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" Versailles, March 11th, 11.50 A.if. 
*• President of the Bepublic to the Count de, 
St. Vallier. 

"I have just received your interesting note, 
and thank you heartily for it. Tell the General, 
and let him tell them at Berlin, that we are 
acting very openly, as at all times, that we have 
nothing to hide in all this, and, besides, that 
M. de Gontaut has received communications 
of a nature to do away with ambiguities, which 
however do not originate from us. I shall 
write to you in two hours' time, and explain 
all. I have just received your telegram of 
this morning, which gives me great pleasure. 
A thousand kind wishes for the General and 
for yourself. 

(Signed) "A. Thiers/ 



n 



If, by some chance, this telegram of the 
President, dated from Versailles, on the 11th, 
had come to my knowledge the same day, I 
should have found myself in anything but a 
comfortable position. For it would have been 
impossible to understand what had induced 
M. Thiers to express himself in these terms. 

What did M. Thiers mean when giving the 
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assurance that he was acting quite frankly, as 
usual, and that he had nothing to hide ? 

Who had ever suggested that he did not act 
straightforwardly ? Certainly not I. In not one 
of my three Telegrams, dated the 2nd, 5th, and 
8th of March, is the least allusion to a want of 
frankness in his proceedings to he found. What 
does he mean when he asserts that he has 
nothing to hide ? In what concerns us, he had 
nothing whatever to conceal, neither has he kept 
back anything. 

He did not desire that the negotiations should 
be conducted " publicly." 

On the other hand, the fact that a negotiator 
does not admit at once, at the opening o{ pour- 
parlers^ all the concessions he is authorised to 
make, in case his object is not attained at a 
lower price, cannot be termed dissimulation. 

Every faithful subject and friendly to the 
Empire, knows that it is not usual to speak 
publicly of diplomatic and other negotiations 
before their conclusion. 

In this very case, publicity given to the details 
would have helped Exchange speculations, to 
which General von Manteuffel attributes the 
pretended difficulties. 
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Lastly, what does M. Thiers mean hy saying 
that M. de Grontant has received communications 
of a nature tending to remove all amhiguities 
which, however, did not originate from him, 
M. Thiers? Of what amhiguities does he 
speak? Had I reproached him with any? 
Certainly not. 

If you had not rendered the situation obscure 
by your instructions to General von Manteufifel, 
the whole of the Telegram of M. Thiers of the 11th 
of March would have been a perfect absurdity, 
and one that he is quite incapable of committing. 

But after M. Thiers had learnt, from other 
sources than myself, that I demanded of him 
more than was asked from Berlin and from 
Nancy, he was no doubt justified in speaking 
of ambiguities. 

The President's Telegram was at once com- 
municated to you from Nancy. You learnt 
that M. Thiers accused me of ** ambiguities." 
By your proceedings you had in some measure 
led M. Thiers to bring this accusation against 
me. 

Count St. Yallier had had the want of tact 
to make known to the German General the 
Telegram containing the expression hurtful to 
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the feelings of the German Ambassador, and the 
Q-eneral brought it to your knowledge. Under 
such circumstances, what was your duty ? 

Your duty was to explain to the President 
the state of things, and to tell him that the 
ambiguities were solely caused by your " error," 
resulting from two negotiators, having the 
management of the affair, the one officially, the 
oth^r secretly ; the former of whom did not know 
that the latter was acting in addition to him- 
self, whilst the latter was unacquainted with 
the official orders sent to the former. Instead of 
pursuing this course, you added to your docu- 
ments the President's Telegram, in order to use 
it eventually as material for an accusation against 
me. Now this really forms material for an 
accusation against you yourself. I place it under 
your notice as such, to prove that it is you who 
have given the President occasion to accuse me 
of ambiguities. 

On the 11th of March, at 7.30 p.m., you 
telegraphed to me the following : 

" I cannot yet make out, from your Telegram 
No. 13, that you have officially communicated 
our proposals, nor can I discover the reply given 
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to them. I order your Excellency to make that 
communication immediately, without reserve, 
and to announce to me, by telegraph, that it 
has been made, and to whom. 

(Signed) " von Bismarck." 

In this Telegram also, not a word is said 
about my communicating to M. Thiers the text 
of our Draft. The order to demand the exten- 
sion of the neutralisation was not withdrawn. 

However wearisome it may be, I must once 
more state how matters stood, as regards myself, 
on the 11th, according to the documents. 

On the 2nd of March, I had received by tele- 
graph, and on the 4th of March by letter, the 
order to negotiate on the basis of our Draft, 
and, in addition, to demand the extension of the 
neutralisation, if I thought it obtainable. On 
the 8th, you had enjoined me, by telegraph, to 
communicate to the French Government the 
whole of our proposals. 

But the prolongation of the period of neutrali- 
sation belonged to the whole of our proposals. 

I could not simultaneously present to M. Thiers 
the text of the Draft Convention, and insist on 
the whole of our proposals. 
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The fore-cited Telegram of the 11th, modified 
in no particular the order given up to that date. 

If I was to communicate our proposals to 
M, Thiers without reserve, he was, on the other 
hand, to he told without reserve what we 
demanded, what was contained in the Draft 
Convention, as well as what was not said in it. 

From the 5th of March, I had scrupulously 
followed these instructions. If you had made 
your instructions more precise, and had limited 
them to the duty of presenting the text of the 
convention to M. Thiers, it would have been 
impossible for me to have insisted on the whole 
of our proposals, since the whole was more than 
the text. 

The work of a drafter of diplomatic docu- 
ments, especially of instructions by telegraph, 
is to draw them up in such a form that they 
cannot be misunderstood. But the Telegrams 
sent to me during this negotiation were drawn 
up in such a way as to be unintelligible. 

What 4oes your Highness mean, when you 
say in your Telegram that you had not yet 
learnt by my Telegram No. 13 whether I had 
officially communicated our proposals ? What 
does " officially " mean ? When an ambassador 
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makes, by the order of his own Grovernment, 
proposals to a foreign one, either by word of 
mouth, or in writing, and negotiates in detail 
thereon with the head of the foreign govern- 
ment, is not such a negotiation under all 
circumstances " official ? " 

More than this — when you telegraphed on 
the evening of the 11th of March — ^you were in 
possession, not only of my Telegram No. 13, 
with regard to which you could not misunder- 
stand me, but also of another document of the 8th 
of March, here annexed, which could leave you 
no doubt as to the fact of my having "officially" 
communicated our proposals to M. Thiers. 

[A 660, p. 2.— March 11th, 1873.— Pam.] 

" Paris, March Sth, 1873. 
[By Eoyal Messenger.] 

" After having received, in the evening of the 4th of 
March, the order of your Highness of the 3rd, I repaired to 
Versailles on the 6th. My Telegram No. 10/9 has informed 
yonr Highness of the state in which I found the President. 
There could be no question of treating circumstantially 
the matter in abeyance. At the President's request, I 
only gave him some general indications about our pro- 
posals, the essence of which was already known to him 
from the reports of the French Ambassador. He com- 
plained that the reservation about Belfort, and the distant 
term of the evacuation would do him much harm. 
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" To-day after sending off to your Highness my Tele- 
gram No. 12, the President sent for me to pay him a visit 
at Versailles. 

" I found the President still unwell, it is true, yet in a 
-condition to enter into pourparlers. 

" M. Thiers of course agrees to what is essential in our 
proposals. The modifications which he desires to obtain 
are the following. 

" Article I. M. Thiers wishes to draw it up thus : — 

" La somme de trois milliards cinq cent millions ayant 
ete payee sur les cinq milliards 8tipul6s et celle de quinze 
cent millions restant eeule k acquitter, ce soldo sera 
verse au tresor allemand en six payements dans les pro- 
portions et aux epoques ci-dessous mentionn6es. 



6 avril 


250 millions 


5 mai 


200 „ 


5 juin 


300 „ 


5 juillet 


260 „ 


6 aoiit 


260 „ 


5 septembre 


260 „ 



Total 1600 millions. 

" Simultan6ment avec le dernier versement, la Prance 
acquittera au Gouvemement allemand les anerages dus 
depuis le 2 mars 1873. 

** I will here call attention to the fact that the Minister 
of Finance has just called on me, and announced the 
probability of the French Government being able to com- 
mence the different payments some days previous to the 
period fixed. 

" It will, no doubt, be necessary to make this concession, 
and it might be specified in the Convention, when stipu- 
lating for the periods of payment — instead of the 6th of 
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April, the 6th of May, <fec., the periods from the 1st to the 
5th of April, from the Ist to the 5th of May, &g. 
' '* In Article III. M. Thiers reverted to his desire to have 
the evacuation fixed for an earlier date. He wound up 
with an earnest request that the evacuation should he 
completed by the 5th of July at the latest. I told him 
that I was not authorised to subscribe to this. 

" The President desires, besides, that what concerns the 
evacuation of Belfort shall be stipulated for in a special 
article. He says that no one in France believes in the 
restoration of Belfort. It is of importance to him, therefore, 
that we should very precisely formulate our intention 
vrith respect to it. 

*' He proposes the following draft : 

" L'arrondissement et la place de Belfort devront ^tre 
^vacu^s le 5 septembre, ^tant bien entendu que le paye- 
ment du dernier soldo de 250 millions, ainsi que des inter^ts 
dus, et r^vacuation de Belfort s'opereront simultanement. 

" I told the President that I was unable to understand 
clearly how payment could be made in Strasburg simul- 
taneously with the evacuation of Belfort. 

'*M. Thiers thought a day might be fixed for the 
evacuation of Belfort, for instance, the 8th of September, 
with the addendum : 

*' ' Afin que le payement et T^vacuation se fassent aussi 
simultanement que possible.* " 

"The President had no other important remarks to 
make, nor any other important wishes to express. 

'' I do not mention some criticisms with respect to the 
details, which were quite inadmissible, though not of 
any practical impoi-tance, as I take it for granted that 
M. Thiers will not insist on these. 

" The Minister of Finance, who, by order of the Pre- 
sident, as I have said above, has just called on me, ex- 
pressed, in the President's name, and in his own, the wish 
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that Article VII. of our Draft should not be inserted in the 
Convention, but in a separate protocol, or that it should be 
settled by means of an exchange of notes. 

" He expressed his regret that our communications on 
this point should have remained unanswered up to the 
present time. 

" He thought that the correctness of our statement of 
accounts would not be called in question by France. 

" He will let me have a decisive answer on that subject 
by Monday. 

"In conclusion, I have further to remark that the 
stipulation to be made by his Majesty the Emperor, in 
Article v., not to construct any fortification in the depart- 
ments to be evacuated, could, in my opinion, without 
difficulty, be specially applied to Belfort, should this be 
desired by France. 

(Signed) " Arnim.** 



Immediately after sending you the above 
despatch, on the morning of the 8th of March, 
I received from M. Barthelemy de St. Hilaire, 
by order of the President, a request to visit 
Yersailles. 

This request was immediately complied with. 
I held a long and explicit conversation with the 
President concerning our proposals. 

On the. evening of the 9th, I forwarded to 
you a complete report of this conversation, 
dated the 8th of March. You make no allusion in 
your Telegram of the evening of the 11th of March 
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to this report (which had been in your posses- 
sion since the morning of the 11th), but only to 
my Telegram, No. 13. 

My report of the 8th, must have been in 
your hands when you were telegraphing to me, 
because the Feldjager, whom I despatched direct 
to Berlin on the evening of the 9 th, must have 
delivered that report at the Foreign Office on 
the evening of the lOth. 

Why was that report not taken any notice 
of by you ? It showed clearly that on the 8th 
I had discussed the proposals contained in 
our Draft Convention, point for point, with 
M. Thiers; it moreover clearly showed that 
M. Thiers only wished for some unimportant 
alterations in the wording of the Draft, and that, 
in all their essential points^ he was prepared to 
accept every one of our proposals as eocpressed in 
the Draft Convention. 

Besides this, I informed you, in the report of 
the 8th, that the Minister of Finance had been 
to see me on the evening of the same day, and 
had fully discussed with me a question of detail 
touched upon in Article VII. of our proposals. 

How could the Minister of Finance have 
started this "official" discussion, if he had not 
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been informed by M. Thiers of the contents of 
Article VII. ? 

I did not state in my report of the 8th that 
M. Thiers raised objections to the prolongation 
of the neutralisation ; and, unless my memory 
fails me, that question was not mooted, because, 
at the time of my writing to you, I could not 
altogether explain to myself the President's 
opposition to this demand, though already enter- 
taining a suspicion that it was to be accounted 
for by your having made communications to 
the French Ambassador, the exact extent of 
which I was unacquainted with. 

I had however no desire to bring about a 
prolix explanation with you on the subject. 

If the regular course of affairs had not been 
interrupted by every kind of secret and circui- 
tous proceeding on your part, I should have 
made use of the interval between the despatch 
of my report and the arrival of your answer, in 
order to induce M. Thiers to give way on this — 
in my opinion — very important point. I should 
then have been at liberty, according to the 
result of my efforts, either to ultimately pass 
it over, or to include it in the final Draft of 
the Convention. 

G 
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According to the usual procedure, you ought 
to have answered my report of the 8th, which 
w^as in your hands early on the 11th. 

This might have been done on the 11th, or, at 
the latest, on the 12th. The alterations in the 
Draft desired by M. Thiers were insignificant. 

It would have been easy for you to have 
telegraphed to me on the llth or 12th, saying 
whether you would accept them or not. None 
of these alterations were fraught with any 
diflficulty. From my report it might have been 
gathered that M. Thiers raised no obstacles what- 
ever with regard to Belfort. Until the llth of 
March, it was a settled matter that we should 
remain in Belfort till the 5 th of September. 

I might have received your answer on the 
llth or 12th. Had the President's wishes with 
regsird to the Draft been taken into considera- 
tion by you, either partially, or even not at 
all, I should have been in a position to sign the 
Convention on the 12th or 13th. Perchance I 
might even then have obtained the continuance 
of the neutralisation up to the 1st of March, 1874. 
But, instead of adopting this regular method 
of proceeding, for the neglect of which not a 
single reason can be adduced, you commenced 
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telegraphing in feverish haste to Nancy, and 
instituting inquiries ; and the consequence was 
that the matter ahout Belfort, and a few other 
somewhat important demands, finally came to 
nought. 

Again, to make confusion worse confounded, 
you accuse me of being the cause of all these 
complications, which you finally range under 
the head of high treason. 

Immediately after the President had, on the 
morning of the 11th, addressed the above 
quoted Telegram to Count St. Vallier, he 
despatched a second one to him. 

" Versailles, le 11 Mars 1873, 2 h. du soir. 
"TEL^GRAMME CHIPFR^. 

" Le President de la RSpublique au Corate de 
St. Vallier, 

"Je viens de relire Votre communication, 
ainsi que le resume du projet de traite qui I'ac- 
compagne et je me h^te de Vous repondre. Si 
j'avais connu le texte que Vous m'envoyez, j'aurais 
accepte sur-le-champ, sauf les trois legeres 
modifications de detail, qui sont les suivantes : 

'*Quinze jours pour I'evacuation des quatre 

G 2 
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departements, et dix jours pour celle de Belfort, 
les paiements etant, bien entendu, eflFectues aux 
epoques convenues, puis fixation du chiflfre des 
troupes laissees k Belfort. Ignorant le texte^ 
que je viens de recevoir, j'en avais fait un remis 
k M. d'Arnim et k M. de Gontaut, et qui doit 
^tre aujourd*hui k Berlin. Yeuillez dire a M. 
de Manteuffel, que je Tautorise pleinement a 
declarer que j*accepte le texte venu par Nancy 
avec les modifications ci-dessus. Dans ce cas, je 
le prie de demander qu'on previenne M. de 
Gontaut que, du reste, je vais' prevenir de mon 
c6te. 

(SigneO "Thiers." 

" I have just read again your communication, 
as well as the resume of the Draft Convention 
accompanying the same, and hasten to reply 
thereto. Had I been acquainted with the text 
sent by you, I would have accepted this text at 
once, with the exception of the three following 
unimportant alterations. 

" A fortnight for the evacuation of the four 
departments, and ten days for the evacuation 
of Belfort, provided, of course, that the pay- 
ments are made at the times agreed upon ; in 
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addition to this, the fixing upon of the number 
of troops to be left in Belfort. Not being ac- 
quainted with the text just received by me, I 
had drawn up one myself and given it both to 
M. Amim and M. de Gontaut; this ought to 
reach Berlin to-day. Tell Greneral von Man- 
teuflfel that I authorise him to declare my ac- 
ceptance of the text transmitted through Nancy, 
subject to the alterations given above. 

" Under these circumstances, I beg he will 
request that M. de Gontaut be informed of the 
matter, who, however, shall receive the infor- 
mation from myself also. 

(Signed) "Thiers." 

It is worthy of remark : 

(1.) That M. Thiers, in this Telegram, pro- 
poses alterations to the text communicated to 
him, without having the words " c'est a prendre 
ou k laisser " thrown in his face. 

(2.) That on the 11th of March M. Thiers 
raised no obstacles to the occupation of Belfort, 
althoughy according to the Public Prosecutors Bill 
of Indictment, I must have encouraged him to do 
80. It is to be feared that M. Thiers will be 
accused of high treason when it comes to be 



Digitized 



by Google 



86 COUNT ARNDTS REPLY 

known in France that, in spite of encourage- 
ment to resistance given him on our part, he 
was prepared to leave Belfort in our hands until 
the 5th of September. 

And yet the Public Prosecutor, relying on 
the information supplied him by the Foreign 
OflSce, makes out that it was after the Sth of 
March that the President's obstinacy with regard 
to Belfort began, and that such obstinacy on 
the part of the latter was unintelligible^ when his 
previous relations with the Foreign Office were 
taken into account. The grammar of the Bill 
of Indictment is on a par with its logic* It 
is impossible to discover in the Telegram of the 
11th the least sign of th'e so-called "unin- 
telligible obstinacy, when his previous relations 
were taken into account," 

On the evening of the 11th the Telegram 
arrived at Nancy. On the 12th you received it 
from the General at Nancy. 

Late in the evening of the 12th you tele- 
graphed to me : 

" I herewith transmit to your Excellency the 
order of his Majesty the Emperor, to com- 

* This grammatical error cannot be rendered in Englifih. 
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municate oflScially to the French Government, 
as was enjoined in the last sentence of my 
Telegram, No. 9, of the 8th instant, our Draft 
Convention, the existence of which was still 
unknown to M. Thiers on the 10th instant ; 
his Majesty the Emperor commands you to 
telegraph to-morrow morning, that this order 
has been executed. 

(Signed) ** voN Bismarck/ 



>5 



This Telegram contains two incorrect asser- 
tions, or rather statements, at variance with 
previous documents. 

In M. Thiers' Telegram not a word is said 
of his being unacquainted with the existence 
of our Draft Convention ; he merely says that he 
was in ignorance of the teojt received by him 
from Nancy. 

That he could not have been made acquainted 
with it without the negotiations intrusted 
to me being compromised, has already been 
shown. 

It is equally incorrect to say that you had 
previously directed me, on the 8th of March, to 
communicate the Draft Convention to the 
French Government An injunction to that 
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effect appears for the first time in this Telegram 
of the 12th of March, and even then it was not 
clearly expressed. For to be quite intelligible it 
should have contained the information, that you 
meant to forego the demand made with regard 
to the extension of the neutralisation until the 
4th of March. But it is not the President's 
Telegram of the 11th of March, mentioning my 
ambiguous proposals, that throws tl^e worst 
light upon the correspondence carried on be- 
tween Berlin, Paris, and Nancy. A Telegram 
from the President to Count St. Vallier was 
received by you through head-quarters, in which 
the former says : 

**Je ne comprends pas plus que vous les 
doubles fonds d'un certain personnage. JTespfere 
que la conclusion y mettra fin. 

(Signed) *< Thiers." 

" I do not understand any more than yourself 
the double dealings of a certain person. I hope 
that the settlement will put an end to them. 

(Signed) " Thiers." 

I myself feel convinced that M. Thiers, when 
despatching that Telegram, was not influenced 
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by the desire that it should be brought to the 
knowledge of your Highness. In any case, he 
did not expect to find this Telegram amongst 
the documents produced in the High Court of 
Justice". 

On the other hand, until further proof, it is 
not clear to me that M. Thiers thought of 
me when he spoke of a " certain personnage 
a doubles fonds." 

It is, at least, improbable that M. Thiers 
should, on the 13th of March, 1873, call me a 
" personnage a doubles fonds," and should then 
write to me on the 13th : 

" My dear Count, 

*^ As agreed on, I expect you at Yersailles, 
at five o'clock to-day, and I do not anticipate the 
possibility of any obstacle arising, according to 
what has reached me from Berlin." 

And on the 16th : 

" My dear Count Arnim, 

"I should have liked to have written to 
you yesterday evening. I had, unhappily, 
neither the time nor the strength to do so ; but 
I should be ungrateful — which is not the case 
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and never shall be — did I not hasten to thank 
you for the services rendered by you to me, 
and, what is of more value, to France, in the 
long negotiation just closed. You know we 
had nothing to do with the occurrence which 
caused the transfer of the act of signature to 
Berlin. In this matter the place fixed upon for 
signing is of no consequence. 

" You will, none the less, from your superior 
intelligence, be considered by us as one of those 
who will have most contributed to a result cal- 
culated to terminate effectually the horrible war 
of 1870. 

"Yours sincerely, with as much friendship 
as high and profound esteem, 

(Signed) "A.Thiers." 

But whomsoever M. Thiers was thinking of, 
you had no doubt but that he was alluding to me. 

Nevertheless, an insulting expression of the 
President with regard to the Emperor's Am- 
bassador was allowed to be brought to your 
notice officially, yet secretly, without any 
censure on your part. 

Not only did your Highness afford me no 
protection, but you made use of the Tele- 
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gram of the President of the French Eepublic 
to rouse suspicions against me in the Emperor's 
mind. 

You concealed from me the fact that M. Thiers 
had expressed himself in this manner with 
regard to me. Besides, I could not suspect 
you were making use of him in order that you 
might, like a man in ambush, spring on me 
from behind, at the very time when I was 
representing our master, the Emperor, in a 
country still comparatively hostile, and was 
endeavouring to be useful to my own country 
by obtaining a peace which should not be void 
of advantageous results. 

For that purpose I had need of all the 
prestige to which I laid claim in my own 
person, and as the representative of his Majesty. 
You, the Imperial Chancellor, connived at 
damaging that prestige. And yet I was left 
hy you more than a year in the same post, 
and in the same country, by the aid of the 
G-ovemment of which you were carrying on a 
campaign against me. 

There would be nothing astonishing in M. 
Thiers calling me " un certain personnage " 
whose ^* doubles fonds " he did not understand* 
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His business was not to transact our business. 
When I was disowned by my Government, 
to his advantage (a circumstance without 
precedent, when sensible men have had the 
conduct of State aflfairs), he could not under- 
stand what was meant thereby. 

But you ought to have explained the matter 
to him. Your duty was to inform him of the 
true state of affairs. 

He would have understood that the reproach 
of disloyalty, implied in this expression of his, 
was unwarranted. If I were a person of 
" doubles fonds," it originated from the fact of 
my being instructed to present to him a primary 
basis of negotiations, contemplating the neu- 
tralisation until the 1st of March, 1874; this he 
would have accepted, had you not placed before 
him a second basis, in which the neutralisation 
until the 5th of September, 1873, was proposed. 

It was natural that this latter basis should 
prove more acceptable to him, and that he 
should have clutched at it with eagerness, on 
seeing it within his grasp. 

In my opinion, it was the duty of your High- 
ness to have given M. Thiers an explanation of 
the real state of things. He would then have 
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understood that my conduct was thoroughly 
loyal. I doubt whether he would have under- 
stood your own conduct. But though surprised, 
he would have felt none the less grateful. The 
manner in which he outflanked us in this 
diplomatic campaign was suggested to him by 
yourself. 

Suppose that the commander-in-chief of an 
army had ordered one of his generals to seize 
a certain position within the enemy's lines, and 
that he had, at the same time, informed the 
oflScer in command of the enemy's forces that 
the general directing the assault had no reserves, 
and would not be supported by the bulk of the 
army, that commander's conduct would, of neces- 
sity, be submitted to the judgment of a court- 
martial. But no court-martial could shrink 
from the duty of pointing out to the commander 
who had chosen to act thus, that, however 
eminent his reputation, however high his 
position, in giving way to personal animosities 
he had forsaken the line of conduct essential 
to secure the welfare of the Emperor and 

empire. 

My reply to your Telegrams of the 11th and 

12th, despatched on the morning of the 13th, 
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contained the announcement that I was leaving 
at once for Versailles, in order to ask M. Thiers 
for an explanation, as he must have been eitJier 
the cause or the victim of a misunderstanding. 
At Versailles, I asked M. Thiers how he ac- 
counted for his assertion that so late as the 
10th he was unconscious of the existence of 
our Draft Convention and of the nature of our 
proposals. He emphatically repudiated such 
an assertion, and expressed his regret at the 
misunderstanding. " Peut-etre ai-je mal fait ! " 
But in explanation of his conduct, he stated 
that the text drawn up at Berlin had been com- 
municated to him from elsewhere ; that he had also 
discovered a difference, favourable to himself, in 
the outlines of this text, by comparing it with the 
proposals submitted to him by myself. He did 
not actually say whether he had received this 
communication from Berlin or from Nancy. I 
was then requested by him to use despatch in 
reference to the affixing of the signature, and 
to complete the preparation, in both languages, 
of the final Draft. 

M. Thiers will confirm the correctness of this 
statement. 

On the 14th of March I was informed by a 
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Telegram from you that, owing to the substitution 
of Verdun for Belfort, some mi\its,ry pourparlers, 
which could only be held at Berlin, were neces- 
sary. Consequently, the negotiations were to 
be transferred to Berlin. 

This transfer of the negotiations was very 
distasteful to M. Thiers. He did not understand 
the necessity for it. He particularly wished 
that M. de Remusat should have the honour 
of signing this final deed, the conclusion of all 
our dealings with France. Your Highness had 
intervened in the matter, and no one knew why ; 
for at that time no mention had been made of 
any of the heinous offences subsequently laid to 
my charge. After having transferred the nego- 
tiations to Berlin, a most astounding circum- 
stance occurred, viz., the signing on your part 
of a Convention at Berlin, on the 15th, by the 
terms of which, without any reason whatever, 
you consented to evacuate Belfort as early as 
the 5th of July instead of the 5th of September. 
This was done contrary to the Emperor's most 
positive injunctions, and contrary to the opinion 
of Greneral von Manteuffel, communicated to you 
— not to me — as well as contrary to my desire, 
expressed as late as the 11th of March, this being 
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done also, without my having received at Paris 
any request to that effect from M. Thiers, and in 
spite of the fact that M. Thiers had not, on the 
11th of March, solicited from you any concession 
with regard to Belfort, as the documents prove. 

What was the point with respect to Belfort ? 
Be good enough, in the first place, to remember 
that in March 1873, there was no question of 
definitively holding Belfort; this point had 
already been abandoned by you at Yersailles. 
In March 1873, the only question was whether 
we should evacuate this place on the 5th of July, 
or the 5th of September. In March 1873, great 
importance was attached to this point, as my 
instructions prove. 

I was so well acquainted with the feeling pre- 
valent in competent military circles, that even 
before the pourparlers on the basis of the instruc- 
tions of the 3rd of March had begun, I left M. 
Thiers in no doubt whatever as to our determina- 
tion to hold Belfort up to the last moment, that 
is to say, until the settlement of the war indem- 
nity. Consequently, the evacuation of Belfort at 
an earlier date than had been agreed upon was 
never recommended by me. 

This question having been perfectly settled 
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between M. Thiers and myself, there was no 
need to bring it np again. This is evident from 
the fact that, in a note on the points submitted 
to me by him for discussion on the 8th of March, 
a clause with regard to Belfort had been inserted, 
fixing no other date for the evacuation of that 
place than the 5th of September. This point was 
therefore quite settled. 

The Indictment drawn up at your instiga- 
tion by the Public Prosecutor states that, even 
previously to the 5th, I encouraged M. Thiers 
to raise objections with regard to Belfort. M. 
Thiers, however, in the note which he submitted 
to me, simply inserted an article, in accordance 
with which Belfort was to remain in our hands 
until the 5th of September, 1873 I 

When the matter had reached that stage at 
Paris, Greneral von Mant^uflFel informed you 
from Nancy, on the 9th or 10th, that it was 
feared we might keep Belfort contrary to the 
treaty. 

Thereupon, to my great astonishment, you 
telegraphed to me that you intended eventually 
asking his Majesty to substitute Toul for 
Belfort. 

In reply I stated that it would be better to hold 

H 
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Yerdun than Toul, but added the request that 
your Highness should not revert at all to the 
question, supposing M. Thiers did not again find 
fault with the agreement concerning Belfort* 

To that your answer was, on the afternoon 
of the 11th, that I was to insist firmly on the 
occupation of Belfort. But I am warranted in 
concludiug that as early as the 11th of March 
you had decided not to insist on Belfort, for, 
first of all, M. Thiers received from Nancy, on 
the 11th of March, a telegram which caused him 
much gratification, and, which also, as I have 
reasons for believing, announced to him that we 
were undecided about Belfort. And, secondly, 
the prolonged occupation of Belfort had in fact 
been given up by you at Berlin. 

I wish here to draw your attention to a cir- 
cumstance which will appear astonishing even 
to yourself. In the Telegram addressed to you 
on the 8th, I expressed myself precisely to the 
same effect as General von Manteuffel did, when 
telegraphing to you on the 10th, viz., that the 
question about Belfort would be a source of 
annoyance to M. Thiers in his own country. I 
suggested to you that you should lessen this 
source of annoyance by granting to M. Thiers 
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compensation in some other direction — an 
earlier evacuation of Belfort being, according 
to your directions, absolutely impossible. To 
that you replied, as it were in a tone of indig- 
nation, that my proper course was to adhere 
more strictly to my instructions. 

You were annoyed at my making, proprio 
motUy and without having negotiated with 
M. Thiers, proposals which you declared could 
not be entertained. 

On the 10th, as I have just said, Greneral von 
Manteuffel reported to you exactly to the same 
effect as I did on the 8th. Whether, contrary 
to his own previous opinion, he had added to 
that communication the proposal to substitute 
Toul for Belfort, must be left out of the question. 
In any case he had no personal negotiations 
with M. Thiers, and in his reports he could only 
have been influenced by a subordinate agent of 
the President. Yet the communication of General 
von Manteuffel was received with the greatest 
coolness, and without the least indignation on 
your part ; moreover, you took the initiative in 
a proposal altogether unexpected, and previously 
declared by you as absolutely impossible. 

Your Highness will admit that, on the 10th, 

H 2 
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the matter was treated by you very differently 
from what it was on the 8th, and you will see 
that it is difficult for me to find an explanation 
of this. 

Whatever that explanation may be, it is 
evident from my incontrovertible statement, 
tallying with the documents contained in the 
brief, that, on the 15th of March, contrary to 
all that had been said by you and others on this 
matter, up to that time, the earlier evacuation of 
Belfort met with your assent. 

In my opinion, I have thus acquitted myself 
of the task undertaken by me, viz. : of refuting 
the contents of your letter addressed to his 
Majesty, the Emperor. I have shown : 

(1) That "decisive Telegrams," which your 
Highness asserted had been addressed to me 
before the 5th of March, and which I am sup- 
posed to have "concealed" from his Majesty, 
have no existence. 

(2) That a discrepancy between my state- 
ment, and that found in the Telegrams of the 
President to Count St. Vallier, has, also, no 
existence. 

M. Thiers has never asserted that he did not 
receive from me any " official " communication 
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of our proposals, nor that lie was altogether 
ignorant of the existence of a Draft Convention. 

It was therefore wrong to institute, on the 
ground of this pretended discrepancy, a com- 
parison between my credibility and that of 
M. Thiers. 

I have moreover shown that it is upon you 
alone that rests the responsibility of the circum- 
stance that the convention of the 15th of March, 
1873, turned out less advantageous for us than it 
would have been, had you not, behind my back,1i) 
interfered in the negotiation, 
^ Lastly, it follows, from my statement, that 
you acted against the Emperor's Ambassador, 
in concert with the Grovernment to which he 
was accredited : I was, without being conscious 
of it, made by you to play a part unworthy 
of the representative of our most gracious master, 
the Emperor of Grermany. 

The Emperor had accredited me, and you 
discredited me. 

On the 15th of March, you signed the conven- 
tion with M. de Grontaut-Biron. The same day 
you telegraphed to me that you would give me 
subsequent explanations. Such explanations 
never followed. 
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Nevertheless, I should not have said much 
about this affair, the details of which were 
then unknown to me, had I not at once been 
attacked in the press, in a violent and out- 
rageous manner. This circumstance obliged 
me to humbly beg his Majesty to have my 
conduct inquired into, in order to determine 
whether any censure could be attached to me. 
My request, addressed to the Emperor in person, 
is here annexed : 



" Paris, April 7th, 1873. 

"Sir, 

** Your Imperial and Royal Majesty is aware that the 
negotiations between Prance and Germany, which were hei^ 
brought to their last stage by M. Thiers and myself, 
were suddenly transferred to Berlin, after an under- 
standing had been arrived at between the President of the 
Eepublio and me, thoroughly in accordance with the in- 
tentions of your Majesty. 

" This proceeding, which, according to diplomatic tra- 
ditions must be considered as a disowning of the person 
intrusted with the negotiations, would have aroused in 
me a 'feeling of personal wrong, did I not regard it as 
the consequence of very peculiar misunderstandings most 
prejudicial to myself. 

"Having regard to these misunderstandings, I dare 
venture to beg that your Imperial and Royal Majesty will 
order an inquiry into the circumstance, as, otherwise, I 
should be in fear of being hereafter deprived of your 
Majesty's confidence, without which it would be im-* 
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possible for me to sersre your Majesty in tte important 
position to which I have been appointed by you. 

" Your Imperial Majesty will graciously pardon me, if I 
am compelled to be rather more discursive than, from 
respect for the value of your time, I should wish to be. 

"On the 4th of March, I received from your Eoyal 
Majesty's Imperial Chancellor the Draft of a Convention 
with France, approved of by your Majesty, together with 
instructions explaining the same» amongst which occur 
the following : 

** ' Your Excellency's report of the 22nd of February 
contains the statement that this neutralisation is to be ex- 
tended to the 1st of March next year. It cannot be denied 
that such a pledge, on the part of France, would be de- 
sirable, and I do not hesitate to authorise your Excellency 
to demand it, should you consider this concession 
obtainable.' 

**In addition to this, the following passage occurs 
concerning Belfort : 

"'The occupation of Belfort by our troops until the 
complete payment of the war indemnity, together with the 
interest thereon, is a political necessity for us. Otherwise 
we should not be in apposition to justify to public opinion 
in Germany the earlier evacuation of this place, and I 
beg your Excellency to insist that this point is absolutely 
and imperatively necessary for the accomplishment of 
a mutual understanding.' 

" The essential points of this Draft Convention, originally 
drawn up in German, were translated by me into French, 
word for word. In this hurried translation a general 
r^sum^ only was made of those paragraphs with regard to 
which, from the previous conferences with M. Thiers, no 
difference of opinion was to be expected. For the nego- 
tiations which had to be personally conducted by me with 
M. Thiers, could only have reference to what might be 
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doubtful. The regular and final Draft which was to be 
drawn up after the conclusion of a mutual agreement, 
would have to be settled between M. de Bemusat and 
myself. 

'' But the passage having reference to the neutralisation 
was so far altered by me, in accordance with the instruc- 
tions received, that the neutralisation of the departments 
evacuated was not to cease so early as the 5th of September, 
1873, but on the 1st of March, 1874. 

" On the morning of the 5th of March, I repaired to 
Versailles with this draft, which I beg to inclose, and there 
informed the President of its general contents. But he 
was ill, as was reported by me to Berlin the same day, 
and could not therefore discuss the details of the afiair in 
question, but he specially reserved to himself the privilege 
of negotiating personally with me on its basis. However, 
I left the Draft Convention on the President's table. 

'* I call attention to the fact that the reservation con- 
cerning Belfort is not expressly mentioned in Article IV. 
But after my previous discussions with M. Thiers no 
uncertainty remained as to the occupation of Belfort, until 
the accomplishment of the complete evacuation. 

" The circumstance, moreover, that the President wished 
for a special article with reference to Belfort was known 
to me. My report, No. 33, of the 8th of April, contains 
farther details thereupon. 

" The next meeting with the President, fixed for the 7th, 
did not take place till the 8th. 

" The President, in the meantime, had caused a Counter- 
draft to be drawn up, coinciding, on the whole, with the 
Draft presented by me, but containing, amongst other 
things, a modification of my proposals with regard to the 
neutralisation. Whilst, on the one hand, according to my 
instructions, a demand had been put forward by me for ihe 
neutralisation until the 1st of March, 1874, on the other hand 
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a stipulation was made for the termination of this neutrali- 
sation on the 5th of September, according to the President's 
Counter-draft, and the proposals drawn up at Berlin. 

" Having drawn the President's attention to this diver- 
gence, I was somewhat surprised at the warmth with 
which he rejected the neutralisation until the 1st of March, 
1874, whilst on previous occasions, amongst others, on the 
3id of March, that is to say, before the arrival of the in- 
structions of that day, he had treated this question with 
indifference. As the Presidept was still unwell, I then 
left. I did not doubt but that he would stOl make, in the ' 
course of the n^otiations, the concession demanded by me, 
either of his own accord, or in exchange for some com- 
pensation. I had not the least idea of the real explana- 
tion of this unexpected refusal subsequently afforded by 
some of his remarks to me. 

** The fact is that the President was already acquainted, 
through another channel, that is, vid Nancy, as I cannot 
belp believing, with the text of the Draft Convention 
drawn up in Berlin, which contemplated the neutralisation 
up to the 6th of September only. 

" Though commissioned to obtain a concession from him, 
I was disowned beforehand. Under these circumstances 
it certainly was difficult to induce him to yield. 

** Full reports of my negotiations with the President on 
the evening of the 9th, were despatched by Feldjager to 
Berlin. From these it was evident that I had com* 
mtmicated our proposals to M. Thiers; for the counter- 
proposals made by the President were accurately set forth 
therein, counter-proposals which could not have been 
formulated by him had he been ignorant of our own. If 
there were no delays on the railway, the despatch must 
have reached Berlin on the evening of the 10th. Accord- 
ing to a Telegram of M. von Balan it did not arrive until 
the morning of the 11th* 
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" On that morning there could no longer have been any 
doubt at the Foreign OflBce of my having communicated, 
on the morning of the 8th, our proposals to M. Thiers. 

** In spite of this, a telegram came to hand on the even- 
ing of the 11th of March from the Imperial Chancellor, 
dated the 11th, 4.38 p.m. as follows : 

" * Inh'ist firmly on Belfort. I cannot yet make out, 
jfrom your Telegram No. 13, that you have officially com- 
municated our proposals, nor can I discover the reply- 
given to them. I order ypur Excellency to make that 
communication immediately, v^ithout reserve, and to an- 
nounce to me, by telegraph, that it has been made, and 
to whom. 

(Signed) " * von Bismarck.' 

" On the morning of the 1 3th of March, I received a Tele- 
gram dated the 12th of March, 11 p.m., and so far as the 
affair in question is concerned, worded, as follows : 

" ' I herewith transmit to your Excellency the order of 
his Majesty, the Emper,or, to communicate officially to the 
French Grovemment as was enjoined in the last sentence 
of my Telegram No. 9, of the 8th instant, our Draft Gon- 
vention, the existence of which (according to his own 
statement), was still unknown to M. Thiers on the 10th 
instant ; His Majesty the Emperor commands you to 
telegraph to-morrow morning, that this order has been 
executed. 

(Signed) " ' von Bismarck.' 

"But, in the meantime, on the afternoon of the 11 th of 
March, and on the 12th of March, at 11 in the evening, the 
Imperial Chancellor was in possession of my report, 
showing that our proposals had been communicated to 
M. Thiers on the 5th of March. If M. Thiers had said that 
on the 10th he was still ignorant of the existence of our 
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Draft Convention, either my reports contained an nntruHi 
or else M. Thiers had not told the truth. It follows from 
the Imperial Chancellor's telegram of the evening of the 
12th, that your Imperial Majesty placed more faith in 
the President's statement than in mine. Your Majesty 
deigned to give me an order already carried out some days 
previous to its arrival, and respecting the execution of 
which I had already forwarded reports, which were in the 
hands of the Imperial Chancellor at least twenty-four 
hours before the despatch of the Telegram. 

" But this is not all. 

" Early on the 13th, I went to M. Thiers, and asked him 
how he could have asserted that he was unaware of the 
existence of our Draft Convention. He answered that he 
had made no such assertion, that perhaps he had allowed 
an unguarded expression made to the French Ambassador 
to escape him, which had brought about this vexatious 
misunderstanding. That he had been led to do so through 
the difference between the proposals made by myself with 
regard to the neutralisation of the four evacuated depart- 
ments, and the proposal prepared in Berlin and brought to 
his knowledge through another channel. The result of 
all this is that the truth has made shipwreck somewhere, 
and I pray your Majesty not to take ungraciously the re- 
quest on my part that you would be pleased to institute 
an inquiry as to where this shipwreck took place. 

**I cannot, unfortunately, close my report with this 
demand. 

*• Your Majesty's present Ambassador has conducted all 
the negotiations which had to be carried on with France 
since the peace of Frankfort, to the satisfaction of the 
contracting Governments. 

'♦And yet those negotiations were more complicated 
than those which were concluded in the convention of the 
16th of March. But any one reading, without explanation 
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the Telegrams sent me by the Imperial Chancellor since 
the 5th of March, will have the impression forced on him 
that your Imperial and Eoyal Majesty has had in Paris an 
Ambassador, not only little to be tmsted, but also un- 
commonly wanting in knowledge of affairs. This impres- 
sion cannot but be strengthened through the fact that the 
negotiations were suddenly transferred from this city to 
Berlin. 

** There is absolutely nothing in the existing documents 
of a nature to explain the surprising phenomenon that the 
Imperial Chancellor should have felt it his duty to treat 
with the French Ambassador, and to transfer the ratification 
by signature to Berlin, at the very time when I had here 
oome to a full understanding with the French Government, 
and one in conformity with the intentions of your Imperial 
Majesty. The tmnsfer to Berlin astonished the French 
Government no less than myself, as is seen from the 
following note of M. de E^musat : 

"* Paris, le 15 Mars 1873. 

'♦'Monsieur le Comtb, 
**'Je ne veux pourtant pas laisser passer tous lea 
incidents de ces derniers jours sans Vous temoigner les 
vifs regrets qu*ils m'ont laiss6s. Jamais je n'aurais 6t^ 
plus heureux de mettre mon nom h, cote du vdtre. Mais 
des volont^s venues de Berlin ont modifie tous nos pro- 
jets et aucune initiative n'est venue de nous. Je re9oifl 
d'aiUeurs des nouvelles satisfaisantes et si, comme je n'en 
doute pas, elles se realisent, il m'est doux de penser que 
votre juste influence aura contribue k cet heureux r^sultat. 

" * Veuillez , 

(Signe) " ' KiMUSAT.* 

" M. Thiers wrote to the same eflfect : 
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" * Dimanche, le 16 Mars 1873. 

" * MON CHER COMTE d'ArNIM, 

" * J'aurais vouln vous &rire d^s hier soir, maUieuretise- 
ment je n'en ai eu ni le temps ni la force ; mais je serais 
aujourd'htii un ingrat, ce que je ne suis pas et ne serai 
jamais, si je ne me hatais de vous remercier des services 
que vous avez rendus k moi et, ce qui vaut mieux, k la 
France, dans la longue negociation qui vient de finir. 
Vous savez que nous ne sommes pour rien dans Tincident 
qui a transports la signature k Berlin, mais le lieu de la 
conclusion n'est rien dans tout cela ; vous n'en serez pas 
moins a nos yeux Tun de ceux qui auront le plus contribu^ 
par votre haute raison k un resultat destine k terminer 
effectivement Taffreuse guerre de 1870. 

" * A vous de coeur avec autant d*amiti6 que de haute et 
profonde estime. 

(Signe) "* A. Thiers.* 

"It is evident from these two documents that the 
French Government was not of opinion that it had re- 
ceived incomplete information from me. 

" The following Telegram of M. Thiers of the 14th, from 
ivhich it appears that there existed no difi&culties here, 
further confirms this assertion : 

**'M0N CHER COMTE, 

** * Je vous attends, comme il a et6 convenu k Versailles, 
aujourd'hui k cinq heures, ne prevoyant, d'apres tout 
ce que j*ai rcQU de Berlin, aucune difficult e possible. 

(Signs) " * A. Thiers.* 

The following fact is interesting in judging of these 
incidents 

" On this subject it must be stated that the alteration 
made in the stipulations relating to Belfort was not the 
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result of a mistake on my part. It is true that, in my 
opinion, this alteration is quite an unimportant one ; but, 
as it was mentioned in my instructions that we should 
hold Belfort under all circumstances, I did not admit to 
M. Thiers the possibility of a concession. To this stipu- 
lation he made no further objections, but merely com- 
plained thereof. It was not till the 10th of March that 
I received the following telegram from the Imperial 
Chancellor : 

"'Berlin, March 10th, 4.14 p.m. 
'* ' M. von Manteuffel reports that fears are entertained 
of our keeping Belfort in opposition to the treaty.* If 
such an extraordinary subpicion is attached to Belfort, I 
could beg his Majesty to substitute Toul for Belfort, 

(Signed) " ' von Bismarck.' 

** The following is my reply to this Telegram : — 

** * It is a fact that the French, in general, will be more 
astonished at our evacuating Belfort than at our keeping 
it. It is also true that this extraordinary idea wiU be 
made use of in order to give out that M. Thiers is not 
equal to the occasion, supposing that he does not obtain 
the evacuation of Belfort, of l^endary renown, 

** ' With regard to Toul, important from its position on 
the railway, I take the liberty of pointing out that it is 
a very advanced post. Verdun would perhaps be pre- 
ferable, because it is almost a detached fort of Metz. In 
any case, provided his Majesty is agreeable, I would not 
propose the substitution of another fortress, unless the 
President, makes some other complaint with regard to 
Belfort. 

" *.The two things most important to M. Thiers, not so 
much from personal convictions, as from fear of his 
adversaries, and on account of the opinion entertained of 
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him by the country, are Belfort and the evacuation of the 
four departments at the beginning of July. He, perhaps, 
also fears he will never see the completion of his task.' 

"Consequently the surrender of the point concerning 
Belfort was not brought about by myself, but through the 
intervention of another negotiator. 

" This letter, your Imperial Majesty, is not a complaint. 
It is only the respectful expression of a wish to have the 
real state of things verified. 

** I should not have ventured to occupy your Majesty 
with matters having only in part a personal importance, 
had not Prince Bismarck compelled me to bring them 
under your Majesty's notice in a despatch addressed to 
you in person. For, so early as the loth of March, when 
the Imperial Chancellor informed me by telegraph that 
he had concluded a convention with the French Ambas- 
sador, I was promised subsequent explanations in writing. 
These have not yet reached me. On the contrary, I have 
learnt that the Imperial Chancellor, even at the present 
time, intimates to other persons that the instructions com^r 
niunicated to me by your Majesty*s orders were not carried 
out by me. 

" From another source, the French public, by means of 
correspondence from Berlin inserted in the newspapers 
here, has been informed of the views of the German Foreign 
Office. 

" A specimen of this correspondence is here annexed, 
being an extract from the Temp8» 

" Similar correspondence appeared in the Moniteur^ in the 
Frangais and in the Gazette de France. 

" M. de Eemusat has taken care to state the origin of 
these communications, which assert as facts things held 
here to be incorrect, but agree with what seems to be 
the opinion of the Imperial Chancellor, according to the 
correspondence which has passed between us, ^ 
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" Snoh a diflference of opinion, as evidently exists between 
the Imperial Chancellor and your Majesty's Ambassador, 
and which is brought to the knowledge of the French 
pnblic, cannot continue to exist without detriment to the 
Imperial service. 

"In spite of all this, I should have endeavoured, in 
order to clear up a misunderstanding by which no one 
could benefit, to put myself in direct communication with 
the Imperial Chancellor, had there been no necessity for 
believing that he would refuse me any personal explanation 
whatever. 

" Therefore I take the liberty of humbly repeating my 
request that your Majesty will deign to order an inquiry 
so as to ascertain : 

*' If, in this matter, truth has been disregarded, and if so, 
by whom ; 

" If, in any point I have not carried out my instructions ; 

** If, in accordance with diplomatic traditions, I have laid 
myself open to a censure justifying the insult offered me. 

" At the same time, I beg to submit to your Impeiial 
and Eoyal Majesty the question whether I shall not receive 
your Majesty's commands to repair to Berlin fur a per- 
sonal interview, in case further explanations by word of 
mouth should seem necessary to your Majesty. 

"I am aware that, under ordinary circumstances, the 
principles of honour would render it my duty to inform the 
Imperial Chancellor of my having' addressed this letter to 
your Imperial and Eoyal Majesty. 

** But I cannot shut my eyes to the fact that, in doing 
so, I should make the task of clearing up this matter more 
difficult for your Majesty (in any course you may, in your 
wisdom, cunsider more suitable for protecting the interests 
of the Imperial Service, and the dignity of the Prime 
Minister), than the inquiry solicited by me, although I 
cannot see what this course is to be. 
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•* I therefore humbly leave it to your Majesty to do 
what you may think well with my letter; and I take the 
liberty of expressing the assurance that its communication 
to the Prince Chancellor cannot fail to be in accordance 
witt my wishes. 

" With the most profound respect, 
" I remain, 
** Tour Imperial and Boyal Majesty's, 

You have «tyled my letter to his Majesty a 
:iK>mplaiiit against yourself. You had no right 
tp do so. I made complaints against no one, but 
merely asked for the proof of my having com- 
mitted any fault.. In styliug my letter to the 
Emperor a complaint, you could only have 
•been urged to speak in this fashion from the 
fear of seeing a ground for complaint furnished 
by an inquiry. 

His Majesty communicated to you the con- 
teints of my letter of the 7th of April, In 
answer thereto, you drew up that of the 14th 
of April, published in th^ Beichmnzeiger and 
replied to by me in this letter. 

This letter of yours is completely deficient in 
arguments and proofs. 

Assertion on assertion js heaped up by you 
without any of them being confirmed. Writing 
ah iratQy you do not trouble yourself, in 

I 
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giving vent to your anger, with the reflection 
that it is possible to prove the incorrectness of 
your assertions. 

The thought did not enter your head, that 
whoever expresses himself to the Emperor as 
your Highness had done, must be in a position 
to show how he has arrived at the convictions 
to which he gives utterance. But, instead, you 
appeal to a pretended emphatic and injurious 
protest on the part of the English Government, 
in order to prove that his Majesty would do 
well not to place credence in my statements, 
but in those of M. Thiers, whose communica- 
tions had been reported by you in a distorted 
shape to his Majesty, without my knowledge, 
and without my having the opportunity of 
giving them their true meaning. It is not 
perceived by you that rumours, circulated by 
yourself^ cannot establish the facts to which 
these rumours have reference. 

Not a single word is uttered in reply to my 
clear, simple, moderate, and justifiable question 
as to whether any one can censure me on the 
score of my conduct. On the contrary, your 
letter, from which it appears that you have read 
my very respectful report to his Mjy'esty, ends 



Digitized 



by Google 



no PBINCE BISMAECK* 115 

with the declaration that you mean to take your 
stand as if it had not been read by you. 

Analogous cases in mihtary affairs are ap- 
pealed to, but these do not hold good, from a 
fact which must be well known to you, as a 
general of cavalry, viz., that all generals Have 
the right of appealing from the lieutenant- 
general to his Majesty in person, on matters 
connected with the service. 

I have placed my report ad acta^. from con- 
siderations which have more weight with me 
than my personal interests. My conduct would 
have been different had your letter of the 14th 
of April been known to me at that time. 

But, however that may be, by my wilKngness 
to forego all future discussion, I became entitled 
to receive satisfaction. So far from this, the 
fact of my asking that the truth should be 
proved, became an inducement for a series of 
actions on your part that cannot, and will not, 
be fully exposed by me at present. 

Whilst you were inciting your organs in the 
press to attack me, immediately after the Con- 
vention had been signed, my good relations with 
the statesmen at the head of affairs in Paris 
remained unaltered. They understood as little 

I 2 
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as I did the chain of events which had interrupted 
the regular march of the negotiation. 

I have already given above the letter which 
M. Thiers wrote to me on the 16th. 

I answered as follows : 

"Paris, 16 Mars 1873. 

•* Monsieur le President^ 

" Profondement touche de Votre delicieux 
billet de ce matin, je m'empresse de Vous dire 
combien je suis sensible k Thonneur que Vous me 
faites. Permettez-moi de repeter que j'estimerai 
toujours comme un privilege d'avoir pu traiter 
des questions d*une si grande, portee avec un 
homme tel que Vous. 

^' Je puis ainsi esperer de voir, a la suite de 
Votre nom historique, le mien figurer avec une 
mention honorable. 

"Les.quelques services que j'ai pu rendre se 
r^duisent a ce que je m'etais attache a Vous 
laisser un champ plus libre pour Votre travail 
reparateur. — Le pen qu'il m'a ete donn^ de faire, | 
je I'ai fait de grand coeur. L'endroit oil devait 
s'accomplir I'acte diplomatique d'hier se trouve 
d'autant mieux choisi que le deplacement dn 
centre d'action, op^re au moment oii il m'etait 
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pennis de ne plus douter de la solution satisfai- 
sante, a pu, ce jour meme, fournir k Sa Majesty 
TEmpereur roccasion de temoigner personnelle- 
ment au representant dela France des sentiments 
qui auront ete Texpression spontanee des penseed 
et des desirs de Sa Majeste. 
^^Veuillez,'* etc. 

To understand this letter, I will recall the 
circumstance that, on the 15th, a ball was given 
at the French Embassy, which the Emperor 
deigned to honour by his presence. 

Yet it is evident frotn this letter that, in spite 
of the insult cast upon me, I endeavoured, at 
Paris, not to give special importance to this 
matter. A word on your part would have 
been sufficient to put an end to all the serious 
complications of the last days of negotiation. 
The subject would then have been dropped. 
My wishes in that respect received no en- 
couragement from you, but when the calamity 
caused by this conduct is considered, as well as 
the scandal raised by your incessantly endeavour- 
ing, since the 15th of March, 1873, to represent 
your blunders as the result of my own, and by 
the gradual styling of your omissions treason 
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on my part, perhaps you may become conscious 
of the responsibility assumed by you. 

To be exact, I insert also the letter written 
by me to M, de Remusat, in reply to his own of 
the 16th, which is found in my report to 
the Emperor, of the 7th of April. 

"Paris, 16 Mars 1873. 

' " Monsieur le Ministrb, 

^* Je suis profondement touche des bonnea 
paroles que Vous avez bien voulu m'ecrire. Moi 
aussi, j'aurais ete enchante et honore de signer 
avec Vous la convention signee hier k Berlin. 

** Toutefois, le benefice de la demiere con-^ 
vention n'est pas diminue par le fait de la 
signature k Berlin. Par consequent, je Vous 
en felicite de tout mon coeur. 
. ^^ II reste un detail a eclaircir, et je dois prier 
Sa Majeste TEmpereur de faire rechercher le 
point oil la verite a fait naufirage entre Versailles 
et le cabinet de I'Empereur. 

"Avant-hier encore, M. de Bismarck m'a 
ecrit que, le 11 mars, M, le President de la 
Republique a nie de connaitre ni le texte ni 
lexistence d'un texte de convention que j*avais 
etc charge de lui soumetti^e. 
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" Oependent, le 9 mars, j'ai laisse le texte avee 
quelqnes modifications prescrites de Berlin, sur 
]a table de M. le President. Du reste, je ne 
donte pas que cette divergence entre les faits et 
les impressions qu*on a regues a Berlin, par je 
ne sais quelle intervention, ne se rednise aux 
proportions d'un malentendu, lorsqu'on sera 
alle au fond deschoses. 

" .Favais I'intention et j ai encore k coenr, M. 
le Ministre, de Vons demander, a cette occasion 
qui marque yn terme dans I'histoire des deux 
pays, I'elargissement de quelques-uns de mes 
compatriotes marques sur la liste ci-jointe. 

" Je les reconamande a Votre charite. 

** Vous trouverez sur la liste le nomme Ranch, 
Alsacien, qui m'importe tout particulierement, v^ 
qu*une question de droit international s*attache 
a cet homme. Je voudrais que lelargissement 
immediat de Eauch put me dispenser de toute 
discussion de ce genre. 

** II est inutile — ce me semble — d'^tablir, par 
une correspondance prolongee, un principe qui, 
probablement, ne trouvera plus d'application, 
faute de cas similaire. 

*^Veuillez,''etc. 
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This letter, likewise, has becbme a ^^ piece 
justificative.'' 

It furnishes the proof that I was not inclined 
to nui.ke matters admitting of no reparation 
the subject of vexatioue^ explanations. Froin 
a sense of patriotism, I should have been con- 
tented with any explanation at all admissible. 

It has been impossible for me to discover the 
motives which have urged you, as it were by 
an inevitable necessity, to make this occurrence 
the starting-point of an unceasing persecJution. 
After a lapse of mtore than three years, matter6 
have reached this point, viz., that a Public Pro- 
secutor and a High Court of Justice have come to 
the decision that my conduct during the negotia- 
tions of the 13ih of March afforded material for 
grounding an accusation of high treason against 
me, by virtue of section 92, paragraph 3, of the 
Penal Code of the Empire, which condemns to 
imprisonment in a House of Correction any one 
intentionally carrying on with another Grovem- 
ment, to the detriment of the Government that 
has confided it to him, a State affair entrusted t6 
him by the German Empire. 

It is not my intention to answer here the 
Indictment of the Public Prosecutor. Its pub* 
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lication tvould be sufficient for my defence ; and 
that is why it will be ordered to be kept a secret ; 
that is to say J that the publication of it mil be 
forbidden at the forthcoming trial. 

Howerer, I am warranted in expressing' my 
most righteous indignation at the fact that you 
should be the instigator of the accusation raised 
Against me. 

The whole of the materials on which the 
accusation is based have been in your posses- 
sion for the last three years. Yet it never 
occurred to you to search for a trace of treason. 

No written intimation whatever of this affair 
hafii been given to me by your Highness since 
the 16th of March, 1873. 

On the Ist of September, 1873, in a fit of 
extraordinary anger, you merely told me by 
word of mouth that the conclusion of the Con- 
vention had been delayed by myself. Tour 
Accusations never went any further than this. 

/ have already shown that I could have signed^ 
as early a^ on the 13^A, a more advantageous cor^ 
iiention than the one signed on the 16 th only, and 
which was less advantageous in consequence of 
your hastiness in concluding it. 

Xou, no doubt, consider yourself as being in 
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possession of a more complete knowledge of 
diplomatic affairs than can possibly be claimed 
by the Public Prosecutor and the whole of the 
High Court of Justice. 

In spite of this fact, after the lapse of three 
years, the whole of the materials in your 
keeping since March 1873 have been placed 
by you at the disposal of the Public Prosecutor 
and of the High Court of Justice, 

In this trial there will appear as an " expert," 
a subordinate official of the Foreign Office 
whom you employed to proceed against me in 
reference to a point of discipline, and who, 
according to report, has been intrusted with the 
preliminary work of preparing the Indictment 
signed by the Public Prosecutor. And yet this 
^* expert " is in the employ of the Foreign Office, 
which is an interested party, and the apparent 
plaintiff in the pending case. You, Prince 
Bismarck, cause an accusation to be brought 
against me, because you ceded Belfort. You 
cause an accusation to b^ brought against me, 
although the congratulations of the German 
people were bestowed upon you for this very 
same treaty, according to the terms of which 
Belfort was given up, and the German Empire 
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placed (at your instigation, and with the con- 
sent of the Foreign Office, acting under your 
control, as is asserted by the Public Prosecutor), 
during the two months of July and August 
1873, in a most dangerous position, of which 
the nation now fortunately hears for the first 
time only. 

Can your Highness for a moment seriously 
entertain such ideas ? 

But if you meant seriously to assert that the 
country was betrayed, on the occasion of the ne- 
gotiations of March 1873, and if such is really 
your opinion, you would be the traitor, not I, 

Your Highness ought to take my place at 
the bar for having neglected to bring under 
discussion, at the right time, the question of 
competency, and for not preventing, by your 
experience and sound judgment, conscientious 
persons who were in earnest from being placed, 
by means of all kinds of knavish devices, in a 
position where they are found behaving like 
children who play at judge and criminal. Un- 
fortunately, your self-control has not been suffi- 
ciently great to overcome the temptation to 
make use of your power in order to crush a man 
you hate, without being able to say from what 
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motive or with what object yon persecute him 
usque, ad mortem. 

' There would be no difficulty for me to prove 
that your publication of the letter of the 14tb 
of April inflicted upon me not only grievous 
injury, but also that such a course was pre- 
judicial to the interests of the Emperor and the 
Empire. 

I might, moreover, call to your remembraace 
how, in the spring of 1872, I expre^ed to 
you the sincere feelings of devotion entertained 
by me towards your Highness's person, aud 
how I was assured by you that, in every 
respect, these feelings were reciprocated* I 
might ask you to explain how this assurance 
tallies with the avowal contained in your letter,^ 
from which it appears that you had for some 
years previous to that period rendered me an 
object of distrust in the estimation of his 
Majesty. 

I might remind you that, even in the month 
of July 1872, I had no reason for supposing it. 
possible that you, at that time, were acting 
towards me as a distrustful superior and a bitter 
enemy. 

I might ask you why in September of the 
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s^me year, after my absence from Paris for several 
months, your outward behaviour towards me 
suddenly altered, without my having, to this day, 
received a word of explanation as to the cause 
of this alteration. I might ask who is respon- 
sible for the planning of ti war of suspicions 
and calumnies against me, a war tvhich, whilst 
waged openly ^ was carried onhyan anonymous foe^ 
and whichj when disguise had once been laid aside^ 
iDOs continue in secret. I might ask you who is 
to bear the responsibility of instituting against 
me a criminal action, accompanied by measures 
of constraint quite as inappropriate as unjusti- 
fiable. This mode of proceeding has finally 
resulted in the delivering of judgments based 
entirely upon arbitrary statements that were put 
forward as tantamount to demonstrated facts. 

Again, from these arbitrary statements, and 
from a mass of judicial errors and subtleties 
(involved in your fantastical and paradoxical 
method of interpretation), misdemeanours and 
crimes dangerous to the State have been 
created. 

G^JX you deny that the judgments delivered 
against me have already become the subject of 
criticism on the part of competent persons; and 



Digitized 



by Google 



126 • COUNT ARNIM'S REPLY 

that this criticism, in face of all the artificial 
manoeuvres of the press> would remain master 
of the situation, were not these judgments 
wrapped up in mystery ? 

Can you deny that the same court of justice, 
appealed to by you, though in every respect 
incompetent, has acquitted me on those points 
of the accusation relating to documents which 
the Court was allowed by you to make public ; 
and that I was only condemned when this 
Court based its judgment on the evidence of 
documents kept secret, contrary to law, and 
forwarded to you by me several months before 
the accusation was brought forward ? 

Can you deny that this matter, kept secret 
in the judicial proceedings affecting me, could 
only be adduced because you, the denunciator, 
accuser, and interested party, have made use of 
all your authority in order that the said matter 
should not be revealed ? Lastly, can you deny 
that, in the twilight artificially produced by 
you, diplomatic subtleties and controverted 
technical questions, beyond the competency of 
an ordinary criminal court, have assumed such 
dimensions that it seems as if it were a case 
of sacrificing Verres to the rage of the populace 
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for plundering Delos of the sacred statue of 
Apollo ? 

I could compel you to let me display before 
your eyes a diorama of all the unjust machina- 
tions, possessing neither motive nor aim, in- 
jurious to the interests of the Empire, out- 
rageous to public propriety, as well as to every 
feeling of humanity, set in motion by you for 
the purpose of persecuting me during the last 
three years, and for persecuting me even 
now, as if your intellect were obscured by the 
influence of evil spirits. 

I refrain at this point from pursuing the 
subject any further. 

The world, which you have been temporarily 
able to lead astray by employing the means of 
pressure intrusted to you by the Emperor, is 
acquainted with the motives of your conduct 
All the judgments which you have been able, 
or may yet be able to obtain, from competent 
and incompetent judges, from criminal, dis- 
ciplinary, and special tribunals, cannot long 
deceive contemporaries with respect to the 
motives from which, for years past^ you have 
striven to injure me and to assail my honour. 

Your power has been sufficient to do me 
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harm, and to deprive me of the fruits of my 
whole life's work. But my honour has re- 
mained unassailable, in spite of all the pains 
taken by you to raise outrageous accusations 
against me, to urge me to resistance by means 
of anonymous and disparaging rumours, and 
then to turn this resistance into a crime. 

In denouncing me to the world, by insulting 
expressions in the letter addressed by you to 
his Majesty, and only just published, you de- 
nounce yourself as the author of the calumnies 
disseminated in the press for years past. 

I will, on another occasion, state the motives 
which induced me to refrain from withdrawing 
sooner from the personal attacks directed against 
me by your Highness under the plea of discipline 
and the interest of the Empire. The future 
will also establish the guilt incurred by some 
persons through their malicious instigations and 
envious denunciations, and by others; through 
their '^laisser faire^' in this wretched and 
infamous affair. 

The questions in dispute between us could 
only be judged of and decided by experienced 
men of the same profession, as I had requested 
should be done. 
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But you ^'pour raavilir, puis me dSmolirj^ 
called in the aid of an incompetent prosecutor 
of an incompetent tribunal, and even that of the 
police! You let loose on me the still more 
incompetent press, whose servility, as you will 
not deny to me, must be admitted. 

In spite of all this I committed the mistake 
of not relinquishing all attempt at defence. 
Hereditary feelings led me into this erron 

This my reply, however, to your Highness's 
letter to the Emperor was with me a question 
of honour. I hope it will be the last. 

In reply to your assertions to the Emperor, 
and to your charge of high treason, I have 
clearly shown, with the documents before me, 
the phases of the negotiations that took place 
in the month of March. 

Refute this if you can ! 

After all that has been brought to your 
Highnesses remembrance and proved by me in 
this letter, conformably to the documents, I 
have the right of making and reiterating these 
demands : 

I. That you should state the facts, in reliance 
on which you dared to write to his Majesty that 

K 
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I occasionally gnbordinated my official ardotir to 
my private interests ; and that yon shonld name 
the persons who, as you pretend, have shared 
that opinion. 

II. That you should name the real party 
from whom proceeded the emphatic protest from 
London, in the insulting form given by you. 

in. That you should acknowledge having 
in the letter to his Majesty asserted without 
just grounds : 

(a). That you addressed to me, before the 
5th of March, 1873, decisive Telegrams, 
which I concealed from his Majesty. 

(b). That a difference existed between my 
statement and that of M. Thiers. 

IV. That you should acknowledge the entire 
responsibility, on your part, for the earlier 
evacuation of Belfort, and for the result of the 
March negotiations, that result being contrary 
to your own instructions, approved of by the 
Emperor, and therefore unsatisfactory. 

V. That you should acknowledge that, in 
the Indictment, not a single other fact is men- 
tioned that was not known to you three years 
previously ; that, in spite of the knowledge in 
your possession, you have never undertaken 
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on account of these incidents, to bring against 
me a charge of high treason, nor even one of a 
technical error ; that therefore it is your duty, 
as my advocate has already suggested, to use 
your authority in order to protect me from the 
accusation of high treason, which cannot but seem 
frivolous to you. 

Your duty is to appear eventually as a 
witness for my acquittal, and even if the court, 
contrary to all expectation, should not call you 
as a witness, at least to appear in my favour as 
an expert. 

(Signed) Arnim. 
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No. 1. 



Reply of M. Thiers to Count Amirris letter: of the 
30th of September, 1876. 

" Monsieur, 

" Je reponds aux nouvelles questions que 
vous m'adressez relativement aux negociations 
qui s'engag^rent en 1873 pour levacuation du 
territoire fran9ais. 

" Comme je vous Tai deja dit, il m*est im 
possible, a la distance oii nous sommes des 
evenements de cette epoque, de me rappeler 
Toydre precis dans lequel se succed^rent vos 
communications, et mon regrettable ami, M. de 
Remusat, qui les recevait, aurait pu seul repondre 
sur ce sujet, avec une enti^re certitude. 

**Pour ce qui me concerne, je me rappelle 
positivement que des nos premiers entretiens 
les difficultes de la negociation furent com- 
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pletement abordees de part et d'autre; qua 
regard de Belfort, notamment, qu'il s'agissait de 
faire ranger dans las territoires qui seraient les 
premiers evacues, vous me declarates n'avoir 
pas les pouvoirs necessaires pour me donner 
satisfaction a cet egard, et que la negociation 
ayant ete depuis transportee a Berlin, c'est la 
que ce point fut discute et regie d'une maniere 
definitive. 

" Recevez, Monsieur, I'assurance de mes plus 
distingues sentiments. 

(Signe) " Thiers. 

" Paris, le 30 Septembre 1876." 



No. 2. 
Deposition of the witness Colonel von der Burg. 

The Colonel von der Burg gives the follow- 
ing evidence: 

" I was chief of the general-staff of the Grerman 
army of occupation in France, from the autumn 
of 1871 until the termination of the occupa- 
tion in the autumn of 1873. I will first of all 
remark that the position of commander-in-chief 
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of this army of occupation partook not only 
of a military but also of a political character, 
so that a sort of political staff, represented 
by Count Radolinski, had been attached to 
this commander, in addition to the military 
staff. 

** So early as February 1873, the head-quarters, 
at the instance of M, Thiers, then President, had 
been consulted by the French plenipotentiary, 
the Count St. Vallier, with a view to ascer- 
taining whether an earlier evacuation of France 
could not be arranged and obtained. Conse- 
quently, the German head-quarters forwarded 
this request to the Foreign Office at Berlin, 
and that office at the beginning of March made 
known to the Grerman head-quarters, by the 
order of his Majesty, the Emperor, the readiness 
of the German Government to open negotiations 
on the basis contained in the afore-mentioned 
request of the President, M. Thiers (which was 
submitted by Count St. Vallier, on the 23rd of 
February, 1873), and also that o&cmlpourparlers 
would be carried on by the ambassador in Paris, 
Count von Arnim. The fact that M. Thiers, 
instead of presenting his demand direct to Count 
Arnim, addressed himself to headrquarters, 
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aroused in our minds the suspicion,* as may be 
well imagined, that M. Thiers mistrusted the 
Crerman Ambassador, a suspicion in which we 
were subsequently confirmed by the despatches 
and letters of M. Thiers to Count St. Vallier, 
when submitted to our criticism. 

*' Thereupon, the Imperial Chancellor for- 
warded to us, on the 3rd of March, 1873, the Draf^ 
of the new Convention, with the question : " Are 
there any military objections to the Draft?** 
adding the remark that this Drafk would also be 
sent to Arnim. 

" Count St. Yallier was confidentially in-^ 
formed by us in general terms of the principal 
features of the Draft, and he stated that this Draft 
would encounter no obstacles. This statement 
we reported to Berlin, together with the observa- 
tion that military interests were secured by the 
Draft. According to our opinion, based on good 
grounds, matters were going on smoothly, 
when the Imperial Chancellor informed us, on 
the 8th of March, 1873, that Arnim reported 

* It is evident from the report of Count von Arnim, 
dated the 7th of February, and published on the occasion 
of the first trial, that this suspicion had not the least 
Ibundation. 
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from Paris the existence of difficulties ; and that, 
without having carried out any negotiations, 
the latter was making other proposals and 
submitting inadmissible concessions. 

" At the same time, we were enjoined to discuss 
the subject once more with Count St. Vallier, 
and to find out wherein the difficulties lay. In 
accordance with this injunction, we confidentially 
communicated, on the morning of the 9th of 
March, the Draft in its entirety to Count St. 
Yallier. In reply, the statement was made that 
in all probability^ Thiers would be inclined to 
accept those conditions. The Imperial Chancellor 
was, on the 8th of March, informed by telegraph 
of this statement, the remark being added that, in 
our opinion, Thiers would accept our conditions, 
if we remained firm. 

" The Imperial Chancellor having thereupon 
forwarded us a Telegram on the 10th of March, 
we begged him again, by telegraph, not to 
make any other concessions, until St. Vallier 
had received from Paris a reply to his letter, 
and a report had been addressed to Thiers from 
head-quarters. After having again received at 
Nancy, on the 11th, a letter from the Under- 
Secretary of Statey M. de Remusat, at Paris, 
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dated the 10th, proving by its contents that 
as late as the 10th, no uncertainty existed there 
as to the success of the pourparlers^ we tele- 
graphed, on the 11th, to the Foreign OflSce, as 
follows : 

^ * Thiers received* this morning the report of 
St. Vallier, and has sent him two Telegrams 
which we now forward by post. Principal con- 
tents : He has heard, for the first time, through 
St Vallier, of the Draft of the 3rd of March, 
instant. As he was not aware that a draft had 
been drawn up by your Highness, he had pre- 
pared one himself, given it to Amim, and also 
sent a copy to Gontaut. This draft Thiers 
withdraws, and begs Gontaut may be informed 
of the circumstance. He authorises us also to 
inform Berlin of the acceptance on his part of 
the Draft of the 3rd of March, subject to the 
following modifications : viz.. The settling of 
the number of men to form the garrison at 
Belfort ; the evacuation of that place ten days 
after payment ; the evacuation of the four 
departments, fourteen days after payment. 
St. Vallier considers the affair as arranged, 
provided that your Highness enjoins Count 
Arnim to present the Draft of the 3rd of March, 
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together with the addendum that the garrison 
now in Belfort should remain there, and that 
this place be evacuated fourteen days after the 
last payment. St. Vallier undertakes to induce 
Thiers to accept the fourteen days instead of 
the ten, and the maintenance of the four weeks 
for the four departments. The present garrison 
will suffice.' 

" 1 am convinced that as late as the 14th of 
March, the substitution of Verdun for Belfort, 
was new to, and unexpected by. Count St. 
Yallier and the Government at Paris, and that 
until then the occupation of Belfort had been 
kept in view, by which I mean that M. Thiers 
found time and opportunity, owing to the delay 
and irregular conduct of Arnim, to get rid of 
the question concerning the occupation of Bel- 
fort, considered at first a conditio sine qud non, 
and instead of this, to substitute a basis of 
negotiations favourable to the interests of his 
country as might be expected." 
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No. 3. 

Protest of the Defendant's Counsel, placed hy 
them in the hands of the President of the Court of 
Justice on the Rth of October^ 1876. 

"Since the High Court of Justice, after 
having set aside the objection raised on the score 
of incompetency, and rejected the contingent 
request of adjournment, has decided in this case 
to deliver judgment in contumaciam, we have 
to make the following declaration on behalf of 
Count Arnim : 

*' Count Arnim has not appeared to-day in 
accordance with the summons issued, because 
the state of his health made his doing so im- 
possible, as is shown by the medical certificates. 
But, apart from this obstacle, he would not 
have held himself bound to appear in person, as 
he disputes the competency of the Royal Court 
of Justice to pronounce sentence on a charge 
of high treason, involving treason against the 
German Empire, and not against the kingdom 
of Prussia. And, in addition, he would consider 
it his duty, under the existing circumstances, to 
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abandon all further defence before this Court of 
Justice, since he has not at his disposal those 
means of defence over which he must have 
control in order to be assured that his 
interests would in all respects be secured in 
this criminal proceeding. 

"(1) Of these means, the first is the guarantee 
that pvhlicity should be given to the pending case ; 
whereas, the accused thinks he is bound to 
assume that the affair (as was partly the case in 
the former action against him) would be con- 
ducted in secret, if he were present. But, on 
account of certain occurrences, known to the 
world for years past, Count Arnim cannot 
expose himself to the danger of being con- 
demned secretly, and of thus countenancing the 
opinion, that, besides the matters generally 
known, there were some kept secret^ which would 
justify a condemnation. Even an acquittal, 
resulting from such a secret sitting, would 
not obtain for Count Arnim the satisfaction 
demanded by him ; for, on his part, it is less a 
question of defending himself from the charge, 
than of showing that there is absolutely no 
foundation for it-, and of making known the 
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fact that those who ftimished materials for the 
charge never had, even in appearance, due 
grounds for raising it. 

" (2) In opposition to our application, the 
witnesses for the defence named by Count 
Arnim, have either not been summoned, or 
else their examination has not been conducted 
in conformity with legal methods of interroga- 
tion. The persons whose names are here given 
have neither been summoned nor heard by com- 
missions duly appointed for their examination. 

"(a) M. Adolphe Thiers^ though he has de- 
clared his readiness to be examined, and though 
his evidence was of the greatest importance, 
since it is to the effect that Count Arnim, 
at the right time, and in a full and decisive 
manner, clearly pointed out to him the demands 
of the German Government. 

" (6) The Diui de Broglie^ the Due Decazes^ 
and Leon Renault^ whose evidence is to the effect 
that, by the documents, reports, and communi- 
^tions published in the pamphlet. Pro Nihilo, 
the French Government has learnt nothing 
which it did not know long before from the 
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communications made to it by Prince Bismarck, 
and by the ambassador of that time. 

" (c) Prince Bismarck, whose evidence will be 
to the effect that, in his capacity of expert, he 
has found in the conduct of Count Arnim^ 
during the negotiations with France, no grounds 
for a charge against him ; and that he is not 
even in a position to support the suppositions, 
noade by the Public Prosecutor, according to 
which Count Arnim, in the discharge of his 
oflficial duty, allowed himself to be influenced by 
personal interests. He will also state in evi- 
dence that the charge rests on no fact which 
has not for years past been well-known to his 
Majesty the Emperor and to Prince von 
Bismarck ; and that his Majesty has found no 
occasion therein to order the inquiry demanded 
by Count Arnim, nor to make any investigation 
into the charge of high treason. 

" {d) Field-Marshal von Manteuffel who is 
to give evidence on the whole subject of the 
negotiations carried on between Nancy and 
Paris, as well as between Nancy and Berlin, 
behind the back of, and unknown to, the 
ambassador, on matters intrusted to him. 
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" The afore-mentioned Colonel von der Burg, 
chief of the general staff of Baron von Man- 
teuffel, has been interrogated with regard to 
the diplomatic negotiations. But it seems 
unjustifiable that the Field-Marshal himself 
should not be questioned about his own 
acts. 

^'(e) Baron von Schleinitz, Member of the 
Royal Household, who was to depose, in his 
capacity of expert, that Count Arnim cannot in 
any way be blamed for his conduct in Paris, 
and more particularly, for his conduct in the 
negotiations relating to the convention about 
the evacuation. M. von Schleinitz is well 
qualified, from his former career and indepen- 
dent position, to give such evidence ; whilst the 
privy councillor Wilkey summoned as expert — 
and against whom we have already protested, 
as it is impossible to credit him with possess- 
ing the requisite knowledge — is in a position 
of dependence on the Imperial Chancellor, an 
interested party. Moreover, M. Wilke has 
already acted as Public Prosecutor, and taken 
part in the disciplinary proceedings instituted 
against Count Arnim. 
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" (3) A great many of the documents on 
which the accusation rests, and a knowledge of 
which is indispensable for the defence, have 
been taken from us. The result of this is that 
Count Arnim must reply from memory to the 
numerous documents which are at the disposal 
of the Imperial Chancellor and the Public 
Prosecutor. The documents in question are 
enumerated in our letter of the 26th of 
September instant. 

" Moreover, the presence of our client is in no- 
wise necessary; for, even should all the facts 
asserted in the Indictment be considered as 
admitted, although they are not admitted on our 
part, and have already been proved incorrect, 
partly from the evidence of Matthiae, shown to be 
false, and partly from the documents presented 
to the Court, as well as from the letter of Count 
Arnim to Prince von Bismarck, produced in 
Court, it would still be impossible to draw, from 
those facts, the conclusions arrived at in the 
Indictment. 

" Whereas the documents, reports, and other 
communications, wrongly called "news," and con- 
tained in the pamphlet entitled Pro Nihilo (for 
news is a term applicable only to communications 

L 
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on passing events, and not to communications 
on historical facts) : 

"Whereas, those documents have not, and 
in reality, could not, have had the slightest 
detrimental influence on the relations between 
Grermany and France, since they disclosed no- 
thing that had not already become well known 
throughout Grermany and France, from the 
sensational publications of the Imperial Chan- 
cellor in the suit directed against Count Amim : 

" Whereas, from the fact that section ninety- 
two, second paragraph, threatening with punish- 
ment any person openly revealing information 
which, as he is aware, should be kept secret 
from another government, for the good of the 
German Empire, cannot be applied in any way 
to this (5ase, the High Court of Justice finds 
itself compelled to acknowledge in contumaciam^ 
* that the crime of high treason has not been 
committed in a pamphlet entitled Pro NihilOj 
whoever may be the author thereof.' The 
Court of Justice is also fully acquainted, by 
means of the documents produced, and the 
letter of Count Arnim to the Imperial Chan- 
cellor, with the fact that during the negotiations 
with France in March 1873, the country was in 
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nowise betrayed, and that if the crime of high 
treason were committed on that occasion, Count 
Arnim was not the culprit. He has, therefore, 
in that respect also, a right to be acquitted in 
contumaciam. 

" As to the assertion that the author of the 
pamphlet Pro Nihilo, had been guilty of affront- 
ing his Majesty, the reply is, that the passages 
which are, according to the indictment, crimina- 
tory, bear out no such charge. 

*' Whereas, the account of the audience granted 
to Count Arnim by his Majesty, and of the 
assurance given him by his Majesty, that he did 
not wish him to leave the service, cJould not be 
omitted in a document drawn up for the defence 
of Count Arnim, being the only means at his 
command for doing away with the reproach, 
frequently cast in his teeth, that he had delayed 
t;00 long in placing himself out of reach of the 
Imperial Chancellor's attacks : 

** Whereas, the assurance thus given can only 
be taken in the sense that his Majesty did not 
recognise Prince Bismarck's right to make com- 
plaints of the Count, but merely discerned, in 
the origin of these complaints, a feature of 
the Prince's character : 



Digitized 



by Google 



148 ADDENDA, 

" Whereas, under such circumstances, it was 
Count Amim*s duty not to withdraw from 
purely personal attacks on the part of the 
Imperial Chancellor : 

'* Whereas, also, the correctness of the state- 
ments contained in the pamphlet has not been 
called in question by any of the persons entitled 
so to do : 

"Whereas, in any case, the author of the 
pamphlet had no intention whatever of giving 
oflPence to his Majesty, as is evident from the 
fact that, in the same sentence wherein this 
feature of the Imperial Chancellor's character is 
touched upon, it is also said that his Majesty is 
personally incapable of harbouring resentment : 

^* Whereas the whole of the document gives 
proof that the author was inspired with the 
deepest respect for his Majesty, as is shown, for 
instance, on page 143 (to mention one only out 
of many passages), where the author praises the 
Koyal moderation exhibited by the Emperor 
William when he overlooked the case of the 
would-be regicide, Oscar Becker, as contrasted 
with the manner in which the partisans of 
Prince Bismarck made capital out of KuUmann's 
attempt : 
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"Whereas it is impossible that his Majesty 
should feel offended by the assertion that, in 
spite of the debt of gratitude due from his 
Majesty to the Prince, he can readily discern 
the faults of the Prince's character : 

" Whereas, no logical nor even conceivable 
connection can be established between the re- 
production of his Majesty's words and the 
passages in the document which criticise the 
Prince's method of proceeding, and style it a 
ministerial despotism, *the Court of Justice is 
in a position to pronounce that Count Arnim 
in reproducing the Emperor's words has not 
been guilty of offence towards his Majesty, 
even supposing he were the author of the 
pamphlet.' 

" The author of the pamphlet is also con- 
sidered to have affronted his Majesty by the 
use of the following words : Count Arnim 
was perhaps authorised in saying with Villeroy, 
minister of Henri III, *Le roi aurait mieux 
fait de me laisser sortir par la porte k laquelle 
j'ai si longtemps frappe, que de me jeter par la 
fenetre.' 

** It almost seems as if the prosecution had 
imagined that the King Henri III., really threw 
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the minister Villeroy bodily out of the window. 
Such a supposition, however, on their part, 
would be a mistake, as the criminatory sentence 
is merely the expression of the vexation caused 
by a sudden and unmerited disgrace. The 
insertion of the above-quoted passage in the 
pamphlet is evidently due to this last-mentioned 
cause. It is impossible to discover in what 
respects any insult to his Majesty could be 
intended. 

*' The author's assertion that his Majesty took 
part against Count Arnim in coming to a de- 
cision adverse to the latter, can no more be an 
insult to his Majesty than the said passage. 
For it is a well-known and historical fact 
that his Majesty did come to such a decision, 
and it is this circumstance that rendered the 
Count's withdrawal from his Majesty's ser- 
vice inevitable. The author of the pamphlet 
has, therefore, been guilty of no oflfence against 
his Majesty. As to the fourteen oflfenees- ag^ainst 
Prince Bismarck, for the commission of which 
the author is blamed, we have no intention 
of furnishiAg the proof, easily produced, that 
Count Arnim, supposing he were the author 
of the pamphlet, would, more than- any one 
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else, have for excuse the fact of his having 
been provoked by attacks on himself. If, not- 
withstanding this, Prince Bismarck considers 
himself " insulted " by the pamphlet, in fourteen 
instances, and if he deems it sufficient to seek 
reparation by calling in the aid of the Public 
Prosecutor, then there is no necessity for him 
to thrust this aflfair on the High Court of 
Justice. It would be sufficient, for that purpose, 
to appeal to the tribunals, whose competency 
to restore his injured honour, is generally 
recognised by Prince Bismarck. 

*^ We conclude this declaration by asserting 
that a judgment passed by the High Court of 
justice in contumaciam will not be able to 
persuade the nation : 

1. That Count Amim betrayed his country ; 

2. That he has given oflFence to his Majesty. 

(Signed) " Munkel. 

" QUENSTEDT." 
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HOW TO ADDRESS TITLED PEOPLE. With Expla- 
nations of A.R.A., B.C.L., C.P.S., D.F., E.LC.S., 
* F.R.S.E., G.C.M.G., H.A.C., LH.S., J.P., K.C.H., 
L.A.H., M.R.A.S., N.S., O.S., P.C., Q.E.D., R.I.P., 
S.S.C, T.S., U.S., V.C, W.S., X.T., and other Abbrevia- 
tions (over 500), Academical, Ecclesiastical, Legal, Literary, 
Masonic, Imperial, and Ancient. A Companion to the 
Writing-desk. Royal 32mo, \s. 

HOW TO CHOOSE A MICROSCOPE. By a Demon- 
strator. With 80 Illustrations. Demy 8vo, i^. 

HUNTER^ 7., late Hon. Sec. of the Brit. Bee-keepers' Association. 
A MANUAL OF BEE-KEEPING. Containing Practical 
Information for Rational and Profitable Methods of Bee 
Management. Full Instructions on Stimulative Feeding, 
Ligurianizing and Queen-raising, with descriptions of the 
best Hives and Apiarian Appliances T)n all systems. With 
Illustrations. Second Edition. Fcap. 8vo, cloth, 3^. 6d. 

IDYLS OF THE RINK. Illustrated by G. Bowers and 
J. Carlisle. Royal i6mo, cloth gilt, 2s. 6d. 

** A series of capital parodies on well-known poems, all exceedingly clever." 
— ExatKiner\ 

JARDINE, Sir IV., F.L.S., RR.S. 

THE NATURAL HISTORY OF BRITISH BIRDS. 

With 120 Coloured Plates. 4 vols. Fcap. 8vo, cloth, i8j. 

THE NATURAL HISTORY OF SUN BIRDS. With 
30 Coloured Plates. Fcap. 8vo, cloth, 41. 6d. 

THE NATURAL HISTORY OF HUMMING BIRDS. 

With 64 Coloured Plates. 2 vols. Fcap. 8vo, cloth, 9^. 

THE NATURAL HISTORY OF GAME BIRDS. With 
30 Coloured Plates. Fcap. 8vo, cloth, 4J. 6d. 

THE NATURAL HISTORY OF PHEASANTS, 
PEACOCKS, &c. With 29 Coloured Plates. Fcap. 8vo, 
cloth, 4j1 6d. 

THE NATURAL HISTORY OF LIONS, TIGERS, 

&c. With 34 Coloured Plates. Fcap. 8vo, cloth, 4^. 6d. 

THE NATURAL HISTORY of DEER, ANTELOPES, 

&c. With 33 Coloured Plates. Fcap. 8vo, cloth, 4^. 6a. 

THE NATURAL HISTORY OF SHEEP, OXEN, 

&c. With 31 Coloured Plates. Fcap. 8vo, cloth, 41. 6d. 
THE NATURAL HISTORY OF MONKEYS. With 

29 Coloured Plates. Fcap. 8vo, cloth, 41. 6d. 
THE NATURAL HISTORY OF BEES. With 32 

Coioured Plates. Fcap. 8vo, cloth, 4*. 6d. 
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JARDINE, Sir W,, F.L.S,, F.R.S, 
THE NATURAL HISTORY of the PERCH FAMILY. 

With 34 Coloured Plates. Fcap. 8vo, cloth, 4J. 6d, 

THE NATURAL HISTORY OF THICK-SKINNED 
QUADRUPEDS—Elephants, Rhinoceri, &c. With 
30 Coloured Plates. Fcap. 8vo, doth, 41. (>d, 

JESSE, GEO. R. ' 
RESEARCHES INTO THE HISTORY OF THE 
BRITISH DOG. With Original Anecdotes and Illustra- 
tions of the Nature and Attributes of the Dog. With 33 
Plates, designed and etched by the Author. Two Volumes, 
demy 8vo, £i 12s,; India Proofs, £3 3^' 

JEWITT, LLEWELLYN, F.S.A, 

HALF-HOURS AMONG ENGLISH ANTIQUITIES. 

Wiih numerous Illustrations. Crown 8vo, cloth, 5^. 

JOHNSON, R, LOCKE, L.R,C,P„ L.R.CJ, L,S.A., 6-r. 
FOOD CHART, giving the Names, Classification, Composi- 
tion, Elementary Value, rates of Digestibility, Adulterations, 
Tests, &c, of the Alimentary substances in general use. 
In wrapper, 4to, 2s, 6d. ; or on roller, varnished, 6s. 

KEENE, JAMES, F.R.C.S. 

DEFECTIVE HEARING: Its Curable Forms and Rational 
Treatment. Fourth Edition. Cr. 8vo, cloth, 2s. 6d. 

KINAHAN, G. H. 
THE HANDY BOOK OF ROCK NAMES. Fcap. 8vo, 
cloth, 4r. 

LANKESTER, E,, M.D., F.R.S., F.L.S. 

OUR FOOD : A Course of Lectures delivered at the South 
Kensington Museum. Illustrated. New Edition. Crown 
8vo, cloth, 4J. 

THE USES OF ANIMALS in Relation to the Industry 
of Man : A Course of Lectures delivered at the South Ken- 
sington Museum. Illustrated. New Edition. Crown 8vo, 
cloth, 4x. 

PRACTICAL PHYSIOLOGY : ' A School Manual of Health, 
for the Use of Classes and General Reading. Illustrated with 
numerous Woodcuts. Sixth Edition. Fcap. 8vo, cloth, 2s. 6d. 

HALF' -HOURS WITH THE MICROSCOPE: A 

. Popular Guide to the Use of the Instrument. With 250 

Illustrations. Twelfth Thousand, enlarged, Fcap. 8vo, 
cloth, plain 2s, td, ; coloured 4^. 
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LANKESTER, E., M.D., F.R.S., F.L.S. 
SANITARY INSTRUCTIONS: A Series of Handbills 
for general Distribution. 

1. Management of Infants. 

2. Scarlet Fever, and the best Means of Preventing it. 

3. Tyjihoid or Drain Fever, and its Prevention. 

4. Small Pox, and its Prevention. 

5. Cholera and Diarrhoea, and its !Prevention. 

6. Measles, and their Prevention. 

Each, id.; per dozen, 6d, ; per 100, 4^.; per 1,000, 30J. 

LANKESTER, MRS. 

TALKS ABOUT HEALTH : A Book for Boys and Girls ; 
Being an Explanation of all the Processes by which Life is 
sustained. Illustrated. Small 8vo, cloth, is. 

A PLAIN and EASY ACCOUNT of BRITISH FERNS. 

Together with their Classification, Arrangement of Genera, 
Structures, and Functions, Directions for Out- door and In- 
door Cultivation, &c. Numerous Coloured Illustrations. 
Fcap. 8vo, cloth, 4?. 

WILD FLOWERS WORTH NOTICE: A Selection of 
some of our Native Plants which are most attractive for their 
Beauty, Uses, or Associations. With Coloured Illustrations 
by J. E. SowERBY. Fcap. 8vo, cloth, 45. 

LE HARDY, ESTHER, 

THE HOME -NURSE: A Manual for the Sick-room. 
Second Edition. Fcap. 8vo, cloth, 2j. dd. 

LEIGHTON, REV. W. A,, B.A., F.L.S., RB.S. Edin. 

THE LICHEN-FLORA OF GREAT BRITAIN, 
IRELAND, AND THE CHANNEL ISLANDS. 
Second Edition. Fcap. 8vo, cloth, ids. 

LONDON CATALOGUE OF BRITISH PLANTS. 

Published under the direction of the London Botanical Ex- 
change Club, adapted for marking Desiderata in Exchanges of 
Specimens ; and for a Guide'to Collectors, by showing the 
rarity or frequency of the several Species. Seventh Edition. 
8vo, sewed, dd. 

LORD, J. KEAST. 

AT HOME IN THE WILDERNESS: What to Do 
there and How to do it. A Handbook for Travellers and 
Emigrants. With numerous Illustrations of necessary Baggage, 
Tents, Tools, &c. &c. Second Edition. Crown 8vo, cloth, 5^. 

MACGILLIVRAY, W., F.R.S. 

NATURAL HISTORYOF BRITISH QUADRUPEDS. 

With 34 Coloured Plates. Fcap. 8vo, cloth, 4;. dd. 
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MACKENZIE'S EDUCATIONAL SERIES. 

Intended for Schooh or Sdf -instruction, 
MACKENZIE'S TABLES: Commercial, Arithmetical, 
Miscellaneous, and Artificers'. Calculations in Bricklaying, 
Carpentry, Lathing, Masonry, Paper-hanging, Paving, Paint- 
ing, Plastering, Slating, Tiling, Well-sinking, Digging, &c. 
&c. Fractions and Decimals. Forms of Receipts and Bills. 
Calculations on Man, Steam, Railways, Power, Light, Wind, 
&c. Language and Alphabets. Calendar of the Church. 
Scripture Money, Principal Foreign Moneys and Measures. 
Geographical and Astronomical Tables, &c. &c. Complete, 
2d. ; cloth, (id. 

MURRAY'S ENGLISH GRAMMAR. Complete, word 

for word with the Shilling Editions. 2d, 
MAYOR'S SPELLING. With numerous Woodcuts. 4^. 

WALKINGHAME'S ARITHMETIC. Sameas the Half- 
crown Edition. \d, 

SHORT-HAND. With Phrases and Exercises, to gain facility 
in the use of all the characters, by which perfection may soon 
be attained. 2d. 

PHRENOLOGY Explained and Exemplified. 2d. 

BOOKKEEPING by Single Entry, with Explanations of 
Subsidiary Books : Being a useful System for the Wholesale 
and Retail Shopkeej>er. 2d. 

MAIN, REV. R., F.R.S., V.P.R.A.S. '' Radcliffe Observer.'' 
MODERN PHILOSOPHIC SCEPTICISMS EXA- 
MINED. Demy 8vo, cloth, 2s. 6d. 

MANGNALL'S HISTORICAL & MISCELLANEOUS 
QU ESTION S. New Edition, carefully revised and brought 
up to the Present Time. Well printed and strongly bound. 
i8mo, cloth boards, is. 

MARTIN, W. C. L. 

The NATURAL HISTORY of HUMMING BIRDS. 
With 14 Coloured Plates. Fcap. 8vo, cloth, 4^. 6^. 

MIC HOD, C. y. , late Secretary of the London Athletic Club. 
GOOD CONDITION : A Guide to Athletic Training, for 
Amateurs and Professionals. Small 8vo, cloth, is. 

MICROSCOPICAL JOURNAL (THE). Transactions of 
the Royal Microscopical Society, and Record of Histological 
Research. Edited by Henry Lawson, M.D., F.R.M.S., 
Assistant Physician to, and I^ecturer on Histology in, St. 
Mary's Hospital. Published Monthly. Demy 8 vo, Illustrated, 
price \s. 6d. Sixteen Volumes issued. Cloth, los. 6d. 
each. 
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MILTON, y. Z., Af.R.CS. 

THE STREAM OF LIFE ON OUR GLOBE: Its 

Archives, Traditions, and Laws, as revealed by Modern 
Discoveries in Geology and Palaeontology. A Sketch in 
Untechnical Language of the Beginning and Growth of Life, 
and the Physiological Laws which govern its Progress and 
Operations. Second Edition. Crown 8vo, cloth, 6s. 

MIVART, ST. GEORGE, F.R.S., V.P.Z.S., Lecturer on Zoology 
and Comparative Anatomy at St. Mary's Hospital. 
MAN AND APES : An Exposition of Structural Resem- 
blances and Differences bearing upon Questions of Affinity 
and Origin. With numerous Illustrations, Crown 8vo, cloth, ds. 

MONKHOVEN, D. VAN, Ph.D. 

PHOTOGRAPHIC OPTICS, including the description of 
Lenses and Enlarging Apparatus. With 200 Woodcuts. Crown 
8vo, cloth, 7j. (>d. 
NAVE, yOHANN. 

THE COLLECTOR'S HANDY-BOOK OF ALG^, 
DIATOMS, DESMIDS, FUNGI, LICHENS, MOS- 
SES, &c. With Instructions for their Preparation and the 
Formation of an Herbarium. Translated and Edited by the 
Rev. W. W. Spicer, M.A. Illustrated with 114 Woodcuts. 
Fcap. 8vo, cloth, 2j. 6^. 
NELSON, DAVID, M.D. 

On the BEING and ATTRIBUTES of the GODHEAD, 
as evidenced by Creation. Demy 8vo, cloth, \os. (ni. 
NEWMAN, EDWARD, F.Z.S. 

AN ILLUSTRATED NATURAL HISTORY OF 
BRITISH MOTHS. With Life-size Figures from Nature 
of each Species, and of the more striking Varieties ; also full 
descriptions of both the Perfect Insect and the Caterpillar, 
together with Dates of Appearance and Localities where 
found. Super-royal 8vo, cloth gilt, 20j. 

AN ILLUSTRATED NATURAL HISTORY OF 
BRITISH BUTTERFLIES. With Life-size Figures 
from Nature of each Species, and of the more striking Varie- 
ties, &c. &c. Super-royal 8vo, cloth, ^s. 6d. 
The above Works may also be had in One Volume, cloth gilt, 25r, 
NEWTON, JOSEPH, F.R.H.S. 

THE LANDSCAPE GARDENER : A Practical Guide 
to the Laying-Out, Planting, and Arrangement of Villa 
Gardens, Town Squares, and Open Spaces, from a Quarter 
of an Acre to Four Acres. For the Use of Practical Gar- 
deners, Amateurs, Architects, and Builders. With 24 Plans. 
Fcap. folio, cloth, \2s. 



Digitized 



by Google 



1 4 Books Published by 

NOTES ON COLLECTING AND PRESERVING 

NATURAL HISTORY OBJECTS. Edited by J. E. 

Taylor, F.L.S., F.G.S., Editor of ** Science Gossip." With 

numerous Illustrations. Crown 8vo, cloth, 3^. (yd. 

C<7»/rw/j —Geological Specimens, by the Editor ; Bones, by E. F. Elwin; 

Birds' E«gs, by T. Southwell, F.Z.S. ; Butterflies, by Dr. Knaggs ; 

Beetles, by E. C. Ryb, F.Z.S. ; Hymenoptera, by J. B. Bridgman ; 

Fresh- water Shells, by Prof. Ralph Tate, F.G.S. ; Flowering Plants, 



by James Britten, F.L.S. ; Trees and Shrubs, by Prof. Buck man, 
F.G.S.; Mosses, by Dr. Braithwaitb, F.L.S.; Funei, by W. G.I 
F.L.S. : Lichens, by Rev. J. Crombie; Seaweeds, by W. Grattann, 



PHILLIPS, LAWRENCE B., RP.A.S. 

THE AUTOGRAPHIC ALBUM: A Collection of 470 
Facsimiles of Holograph Writings of Royal, Noble, and 
Distinguished Men and Women of Various Nations, &c. 
Small 4to, cloth, 12s. 

POPULAR SCIENCE REVIEW: A Quarterly Summary 
of Scientific Progress and Miscellany of Entertaining and 
Instructive Articles on Scientific Subjects, by the Best Writers 
of the Day. Second Series. Edited by W. S. Dallas, 
F.L.S., F.G.S. With high-class Illustrations by first-rate 
Artists. The First Series, edited by Dr. Henry Lawson, 
F.R.M.S., is Complete in 15 Volumes, iulJy Illustrated. 
Price in Parts, £^ 12s, dd. ; in cloth gih, £9 2 J. ; iu half 
morocco, extra, ;fil 8j. 

PROCTOR, RICHARD A., B.A. 

HALF-HOURS WITH THE STARS: A Plain and 
Easy Guide to the Knowledge of the Constellations ; showing, 
in 12 Maps, the position of the principal Star-groups, night 
after nignt throughout the Year, with Introduction and a 
separate Explanation of Each Map. Seventh Edition. Demy 
4to, boards, $s, 

HALF-HOURS WITH THE TELESCOPE : A Popular 
Guide to the Use of the Telescope as a means of Amusement 
and Instruction. Fifth Edition, Illustrated. Fcap. 8vo, 
cloth, 2j. td. 

QUEKETT MICROSCOPICAL CLUB, Journal of the. 
Published Quarterly. Demy 8vo, price u. Thirty-two Parts 
are now issued. 

RANSONNETT, BARON EUGENE DE, 

SKETCHES OF THE INHABITANTS, ANIMAL 
LIFE, and VEGETATION in the LOWLANDS and 
HIGH MOUNTAINS OF CEYLON, as well as the 
Submarine Scenery near the Coast, taken in a Diving Bell. 
Illustrated with 26 large Chromo-lithographs. Folio, cloth 
gilt, £2 lar. 
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READE, T,M., C.E., F.G.S. 

THE MOON AND THE EARTH: Being the Presidential 
Address to the Liverpool Geological Society, 1875. Illus- 
trated with Two Photographs. Demy 8vo, sewed, is. 

ROBSON, JOHN E, 

BOTANICAL LABELS for Labellinq: Herbaria, adapted to 
the names in the London Catalogue of Plants and the Manuals 
of Professor Babington and Dr. Hooker, with Extra Labels 
for all New Species and Varieties recorded in the recent 
volumes of " The Journal of Botany" and the Exchange Club 
Reports. In all 3,576 Labels, with Index. Demy 8vo, 5^. 

ROOFER, GEORGE, Author of ''Flood, Field, and Forest r 

A MONTH IN MAYO. Comprising Characteristic Sketches 
(Sporting and Social) of Irish Life, with Miscellaneous Papers. 
Crown 8vo, cloth, 2s. 6d, 

THAMES AND TWEED : A Book for Anglers. Second 
Edition. Crown 8vo, cloth, is, 6d, 

THE FOX AT HOME, and other Tales. With Illustrations 
by G. Bowers and J. Carlisle. Crown 8vo, cloth, 5^. 

ROSS, JAMES, M.D, 

ON PROTOPLASM : Being an Examination of Dr. James 
Hutchinson Stirling's Criticism of Professor Huxley's 
Views. Crown 8vo, cloth, 3J. 6d, 

ROSS-OF-BLADENSBERG, JOHN, Coldstream Guards. 

ENGLAND'S MARITIME RIGHTS. A Pamphlet on 
the Declaration of Paris. Demy Svo, is, 

RUSSELL, C. 

THE TANNIN PROCESS. Second Edition, with Ap- 
pendbc. Fcap. Svo, cloth, 2s. 6d, 

SCHAIBLE, CHARLES H., M.D., Ph.D, 

FIRST HELP IN ACCIDENTS: Being a Surgical Guide 
in the absence, or before the arrival, of Medical Assistance, for 
the use of the Public. Fully Illustrated. 32mo, cloth, is. 

SCHLEIDEN, J. M„ M.D. 
THE PRINCIPLES OF SCIENTIFIC BOTANY; or. 
Botany as an Inductive Science. Translated by Dr. Lan- 
K ester. Numerous Woodcuts, and Six Steel Plates. Demy 
Svo, cloth, lOJ. 6d. 
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i>CHMJDT, A DOLT H, assisted by CRUADLER, CRVKOW, 
JANECH, 6-r. 
ATLAS OF THE DIATOM ACE^. This magnificent work 
consists of Photographic Reproductions of the various foiros of 
Diatomaces, on Folio Plates, with description (in German). 
Ten Parts are now ready. Price to Subscribers, for Twelve 
Parts, payable in advance, ;^3 izr. To be completed in about 
25 parts. 

SCHOMBURGK, R. H.y M.D, 

THE NATURAL HISTORY OF THE FISHES OF 
BRITISH GUIANA. With 66 Coloured Plates. Two 
Vols. Fcap. 8vo, cloth, 9J. 

SCIENCE GOSSIP. A Monthly Medium of Interchange 
and Gossip for Students and Lovers of Nature. Edited by 
J. E. Taylor, F.L.S., F.G.S., &c. Price Fourpence, or by 
post Fivepence. 12 Volumes published, price 5^. each. 

SELBY, P. 7., F.R.S,, F.L.S. 

THE NATURAL HISTORY OF PIGEONS. With 30 
Coloured Plates. Fcap. 8vo, cloth, 45. (>d. 

THE NATURAL HISTORY OF PARROTS. With 30 
Coloured Plates. Fcap. 8vo, cloth, 45. (>d. 

SHARPE, VV.y M.D., Surgeon Army Medical Department. 

MAN A SPECIAL CREATION ; or. The Preordained 
Evolution of Species. Crown 8vo, cloth, dr. 

SIMMONDS, P. /., Editor of the Journal of Applied Science. 
WASTE PRODUCTS AND UNDEVELOPED SUB- 
STANCES : A Synopsis of Progress made in their Economic 
Utilization during the last Quarter of a Century at Home and 
Abroad. Third Edition. Crown 8vo, cloth, Qj. 

SCIENCE AND COMMERCE: Their Influence on our 
Manufactures. A Series of Statistical Essays and Lectures 
describing the Progressive Discoveries of Science, the Ad- 
vance of British Commerce, and the Activity of our Principal 
Manufactures in the Nineteenth Century. Fcap. 8vo, cL ts. 

SMITH, DAVID, M.D. 

LECTURES ON PRESERVATION OF SIGHT. Crown 
8vo, 2s. 6d. 
SMITH, LIEUT. COL. C. H. 
THE NATURAL HISTORY OF DOGS. With 60 
Coloured Plates. Two Vols. Fcap. 8vo, cloth, Qj. 

THE NATURAL HISTORY OF HORSES. With 35 
Coloured Plates. Fcap. 8vo, cloth, 4r. td. 
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SMITH, LIEUT, COL. C, H, 
THE NATURAL HISTORY OF MAMMALIA. With 

30 Coloured Plates. Fcap. 8vo, cloth, 4f. dd, 

THE NATURAL HISTORY OF MAN. With 34 Plates. 
Fcap. 8vo, cloth, 4f. 6^. 

SMITH, y., A.L.S., late Curator of the Royal Gardens, Krw, 
FERNS, BRITISH AND FOREIGN : Their History, 
Organography, Classification, Nomenclature, and Culture ; 
with Directions showing which are the best adapted for the 
Hothouse, Greenhouse, Open Air Fernery, or Wardian Case. 
"With an Index of Genera, Species, and Synonyms. Third 
Edition, revised and greatly enlarged, with new Figures, &c. 
Crown 8vo, cloth, is, 6d, 

SMITH, WORTHINGTOJSr, F.L.S. 

MUSHROOMS AND TOADSTOOLS: How to Distin- 
guish easily the Difference between Edible and Poisonous 
Fungi. Two lai^e Sheets, containing Figures of 29 Edible 
and 31 Poisonous Species, drawn the natural size, and 
Coloured from Living Specimens. With descriptive letter- 
press, dr. ; on canvas, in cloth case for pocket, 10s. 6d. ; on 
canvas, on rollers and varnished, lor. 6d. The letterpress may 
be had separately, v^th key-plates of figures, is, 

SMOKER'S GUIDE (THE), PHILOSOPHER AND 
FRIEND. What to Smoke— What to Smoke With— and 
the Whole ** What's What" of Tobacco, Historical, Bota- 
nical, Manufactural, Anecdotal, Social, Medical, &c. By a 
Veteran of Smokedom. Royal 32mo, cloth, is, 

SO WERE Y, y, 

ENGLISH BOTANY. Containing a Description and Lif<.- 
size Drawing of every British Plant. Edited and brought up 
to the Present Standard of Scientific Knowledge, by T. 
BoswELL Syme, LL.D., F.L.S., &c. With Popular De- 
scriptions of the Uses, History, and Traditions of each 
Plant, by Mrs. Lankester. Complete in 11 Volumes, 
cloth, ;^'22 8j. ; half morocco, £2^ 12s, ; whole morocco, 
jt28 3J. 6d. 

STABLES, W,, M.D, 

MEDICAL LIFE IN THE NAVY. Being the experiencts 
of a Naval Surgeon described for non-profesbional readers. 
Fcap. 8vo, cloth, 2s, 6d, 

STEVENSON, G, de ST, CLAIR, 

ALSACE AND LORRAINE, Past, Present, and Future; 
With an Illustration by F. W. Lawson, Demy 8vo, cloth, 4J. 
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SIVAINSON, IV., F.R.S., F,/,S, 
THE NATURAL HISTORY OF THE BIRDS OF 
WESTERN AFRICA. With 64 Coloured Plates. 2 
vols., fcap. 8vo, cloth, gs. 

THE NATURAL HISTORY OF FLYCATCHERS. 

With 31 Coloured Plates. Fcap. 8vo, cloth, 4s. 6d, 

SYMONDS, Rev, fV. S,, Rector of Pendock, Author of *' Stones 
in the Valley:* 6-f. 
OLD BONES; or, Notes for Young Naturalists. With 
References to the Tjrpical Specimens in the British Museum. 
Second Edition, much improved and enlarged. Numerous 
Illustrations. Fcap. 8vo, cloth, 2s, td, 

TATE, Professor RALPH, KG.S. 
BRITISH MOLLUSKS; or, Slugs and Snails, Land and 
Fresh-water. A Plain and Easy Account of the Land and 
Fresh-water MoUusks of Great Britain, containing Descrip- 
tions, Figures, and a Familiar Account of the Habits of each 
Species. Numerous Illustrations, coloured by hand. Fcap. 
8vo, cloth, 6s, 

TAYLOR, Rev.ISAAC, M.A,, Author of *' Etruscan Researches," 
THE ETRUSCAN LANGUAGE. Illustrated. Second 
Edition. Demy 8vo, sewed, is, 

TAYLOR, y. E., RL,S,, F.aS,, Editor of '' Science Gossip." 
HALF-HOURS IN THE GREEN LANES. A Book 
for a Country Stroll. Illustrated with 300 Woodcuts. Third 
Edition. Crown 8vo, cloth, 4J. 

HALF-HOURS AT THE SEA SIDE ; or, Recreations 
with Marme Objects. Illustrated with 250 Woodcuts. Third 
Edition. Crown 8vo, cloth, \s, 

GEOLOGICAL STORIES: A Series of Autobiographies in 
Chronological Order. Numerous Illustrations. Third Edition. 
Crown 8vo, cloth, 4/. 

THE AQUARIUM; its Inhabitants, Structure, and Manage- 
ment. With 238 Woodcuts. Crown 8vo, cloth extra, 6s, 
{See also Notes on Collecting and Preserving Natural 
History Objects. 

TRIMEN,H.,M.B. (Lond.), F.L.S., and DYER, W, T,,B.A, 
THE FLORA OF MIDDLESEX : A Topographical and 
Historical Account of the Plants found in the County. With 
Sketches of its Phjrsical Geography and Climate, and of the 
Progress of Middlesex Botany during the last Three Centu- 
ries. With a Map of Botanical Districts. Crown 8vo, cloth, 
izs, 6d. 
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TROTTER, M. E. 
A METHOD OF TEACHING PLAIN NEEDLE- 
WORK IN SCHOOLS. Illustrated with Diagrams and 
Samplers. New Edition, revised and arranged according to 
Standards. Demy 8vo, cloth, 2s. 6d. 

TURNER, M.,and HARRIS, W. 

A GUIDE to the INSTITUTIONS and CHARITIES 
for the BLIND in the United Kingdom. Together with 
Lists of Books and Appliances for their Use. A Catalogue 
of Books published upon the subject . of the Blind, and 
a List of Foreign Institutions, &c Demy 8vo, cloth, y, 

UP THE RIVER from WESTMINSTER to WINDSOR: 
A Panorama in Pen and Ink. Illustrated with 8i Engravings 
and a Map of the Thames. Demy 8vo, Lr. 6d, 

VINCENT, JOHN. 

COUNTRY COTTAGES: A Series of Designs for an Im- 
proved Class of Dwellings for Agricultural Labourers. Folio, 
cloth, 12^. 

WAITE, S, C. 

GRACEFUL RIDING: A Pocket Manual for Equestrians. 
Illustrated. Fcap. 8vo, cloth, zs, 6d, 

IVALFORD, E, M,A„ Late Scholar of Balliol College, Oxford. 
Dedicated by Express Permission to H.R.H, the Prince of Wales, 

THE COUNTY FAMILIES; or, Royal Manual of the 
Titled and Untitled Aristocracy of the Three Kingdoms. It 
contains a complete Peerage, Baronetage, Knightage, and 
Dictionary of the Landed Commoners of England, Scotland, 
Wales, and Ireland, and gives a Brief Notice of the Descent, 
Birth, Marriage, Education, and Appointments of each Person 
(in all about ii,ooo), his Heir Apparent or Presumptive, a 
Record of the Offices which he has held, together with his 
Town Address and Country Residences. 1,200 pages. 
Imp. 8vo, cloth gilt, £,2 lOr. Published annually. 

THE SHILLING PEERAGE. Containing an Alphabetical 
List of the House of Lords, Dates of Creation, Lists of 
Scotch and Irish Peers, Addresses, &c. 32mo, cloth, u. 
Published annually. 

THE SHILLING BARONETAGE. Contaming an Alpha- 
betical List of the Baronets of the United Kingdom, Short 
Biographical Notices, Dates of Creation, Addresses, &c. 
32mo, cloth, ij. Published annually. 
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THE SHILLING KNIGHTAGE. Containing an Alpha- 
betical List of the Knights of the United Kingdom, Short 
Biographical Notices, Dates of Creation, Addresses, &c. 
32mo, cloth, 15. Published annually. 

THE SHILLING HOUSE OF COMMONS. Containing 
a List of all the Members of the British Parliament, their Town 
and Country Addresses, &c 32mo, cloth, u. Published 
annually. 

THE COMPLETE PEERAGE, BARONETAGE, 
KNIGHTAGE, AND HOUSE OF COMMONS. In 
One Volume, 32mo, half.bound, with coloured edges, mark- 
ing the divisions, 5^*. Published annually. 

WATERHOUSE, G. R. 
THE NATURAL HISTORY OF MARSUPIALIA. 

With 34 Coloured Plates. Fcap. 8vo, cloth, 4f. 6d. 

WHINFIELD, W. H. 
ETHICS OF THE FUTURE. Demy 8vo, cloth, \is. 

WILSON'S AMERICAN ORNITHOLOGY; or, Natural 
History of the Birds of the United States ; with the Continua- 
tion by Prince Charles Lucian Bonaparte. New and 
Enlarged Edition, completed by the insertion of above One 
Hundred Birds omitted in the original Work, and by valuable 
Notes, and Life of the Author, by Sir William Jardine. 
Three Vols, demy 4to, with Portrait of Wilson, and 103 
Plates, exhibiting nearly 400 figures, carefully Coloured by 
hand, half-Roxburghe, ^6 6j. 

WYNTER, ANDREW, M.D., M.R.C.P, 
SUBTLE BRAINS AND LISSOM FINGERS : Being 

some of the Chisel Marks of our Industrial and Scientific 
Progress. Third Edition, and corrected by Andrew Stein- 
METZ, Fcap. 8vo, cloth, y. 6d, 

'CURIOSITIES OF CIVILIZATION. Being Essays re- 
printed from the Quarterly and Edinburgh Reviews, Crown 
ovo, cloth, 6s, 

ZERFFI, G. G.y Ph.D., F.R.S.L. 
A MANUAL of the HISTORICAL DEVELOPMENT 
OF ART — Prehistonc, Ancient, Hebrew, Classic, Early 
Christian. With speciid reference to Architecture, Sculpture, 
Painting, and Ornamentation. Crown 8vo, cloth, 6s, 

SPIRITUALISM AND ANIMAL MAGNETISM. A 

Treatise on Spiritual Manifesations, &c. &c., in which it is 
shown that these can, by careful study, be traced to natural 
causes. Third Edition. Crown 8vo, sewed, is. 
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